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THE FORTIFICATIONS IN AND AROUND 
PROVIDENCE. 





A Paper read before the Rhode Island Historical Society, January 26, 1886, by 
Eduard Field, 2d. Hsq., of Providence. 


Note.—Mr. Field read before the Veteran Citizens Historical Association three papers, 
viz: ‘* The Fortifications at Field’s Point,” April 50, 1883; the 21st of May following, one 
on the ‘* Providence Beacon ;”’ and another, “ The Fox Hill Fort,’ June 15th, which above 
three papers, together with such new matter as our author has since been able to gather, has 
been incorporated into the following paper.—THE EpItor. 


HE news of the battle of Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775, 
filled the inhabitants of the town of Providence with 
terror and alarm. A peaceful adjustment of the 
grievances of the colonies was now impossible. The 
blow had been struck, and if before, diplomacy could 

have averted the impending storm, the time had passed for 
such a settlement. The Continental Congress at this time 
had particularly urged upon the inhabitants of the seaport 
towns in the colonies, the necessity of strongly fortifying such 
ports and taking such other precautions as might be expedi- 
ent; this had been firmly endorsed by the General Assembly 
of Rhode Island on June 28, 1775. 

At a town meeting in Providence, held July 3d, it was 
voted, among other matters, that the town take steps regard- 
ing the erection of a beacon to alarm the country in case of 
the approach of an enemy. 
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One week later at a town meeting a committee, consisting 
of Joseph Brown, Joseph Bucklin and Benjamin Thurber, 
were appointed to “ erect a beacon on the hill to the eastward 
of the town to alarm the country in case of an enemy’s ap- 
proach.” The hill designated for the location of this beacon 
was the one now known as Prospect Hill, then called Beacon 
Hill, and the spot, near what is now the corner of Prospect 
and Meeting streets. A beacon had been erected at this loca- 
tion more than a century before, in May, 1667, during the 
Indian war in the colony. The work was immediately com- 
menced. 

The Providence Gazelle, the first newspaper published in 
Providence, on July 29, 1775, informed the colonists that “a 
beacon is now erecting on a very high hill in the town by 
order of the Honorable General Assembly. A watch is like- 
wise kept on Tower Hill in case of any attempt by water from 
our savage enemies.” 

Thus far, besides the enlistment of minute men, the beacon 
had been the only great measure of precaution or defence 
adopted, but the townspeople were alive to the situation and 


were diligently at work. As early as the middle of June, Mr. : 


Paul Allen had made up the town stock of powder and lead 
into cartridges, agreeable to a vote of the town, and he was 
directed to deliver out these cartridges, and take a receipt to 
such of the inhabitants as he thought would make a proper 
use of them, besides promising to return them on demand if 
not used in the colonies’ service. Not more than seventeen 
cartridges for each firearm fit for use was to be delivered, and 
the sum of nine pence in lawful money was imposed for each 
missing cartridge at any ordered review. 

On the 20th day of July news of a startling nature was re- 
ceived from Newport. The British ships under command of 
Captain James Wallace lay in line-of-battle with the intention 
of bombarding the town. Great excitement prevailed through 
the colony. Two days later the British commander, probably 
realizing the importance of Newport as a rendezvous, aban- 
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doned the idea of bombarding and departed on a cruise. At 
Providence the news of the departure of the fleet was gladly 
received, for had Wallace desired, nothing was to prevent his 
fleet from sailing into the harbor and laying waste all within 
its reach, as the defences of the town were entirely inade- 
quate to cope with the British ships. Newport had been left 
unharmed, but no one knew how soon the fleet would return 
and finish what they had threatened. In consequence of this 
proposed attack, the inhabitants of Providence resolved to 
take immediate action towards the town’s further defence. 
A town meeting was convened July 31, 1775, and the Honor- 
ble Nicholas Cooke chosen moderator; little business other 
than that appertaining to the defence of the town was trans- 
acted at this meeting. Fortifications were ordered built at 
Fox Hill, at Fox Point, and intrenchments and breastworks 
were ordered to “ be hove up between Field’s and Sassafras 
Points of sufficient capacity to cover a body of men ordered 
there on any emergency.” Captain Nicholas Power was 
directed to superintend their construction and draw upon the 
town treasury to defray the expense; but if there was not 
sufficient funds in the hands of the town, he was to be paid 
interest on any amount he might advance until he was paid. 
He was also ordered to advise and consult with Capt. Esek 
Hopkins, Ambrose Page, Capt. John Updike, Samuel Night- 
ingale, Jr., Capt. William Earle and Capt. Simon Smith, who 
were appointed a committee on the manner of building these 
fortifications. 

A battery of six 18-pounders was ordered to be located at 
the Fox Hill fort, and four cannon to be mounted as field 
pieces. The committee were instructed to draw up rules for 
regulating the battery, and to obtain permission of the own- 
ers of the land on which to build the works. On an old map 
of the town of Providence, made by Daniel Anthony in 1803, 
the exact location of the Fox Hill fort is shown. On account 
of the many changes which have been made in that vicinity, 
the exact location now is uncertain, but as near as can be as- 
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certained, it was built about where is now the square bounded 
by Brook, Thompson and Tockwotten streets. A high bluff 
lay to the south of the fort, but this, like a greater portion of 
the hill, has been cut away to bring the streets in the district 
to grade. Nothing remains there to-day to reniind us of the 
thrilling days of the Revolution. 

The committee having in charge the erection of these de- 
fences, appointed Capt. Samuel Warner to take charge of the 
Fox Hill fort upon its completion, with all its guns, stores 
and material. The engine house, which stood side of the 
Market building, partly over the water, wherein was located 
one of the town’s fire engines, was ordered to be-removed to 
the Fox Hill battery, to be used as a guard house. Mean- 
while, the beacon had approached completion, and the com- 
mittee, under whose direction it had been built, were ordered 
“to fire the same on Thursday, the 17th day of August, at 
the setting of the sun, and that they procure one thousand 
handbills to be printed to advertise the country thereof, that 
proper observations may be made of the bearings of the bea- 
con from different parts of the country, and that they notify 
the country that the beacon will not be fired at any time after 
August 17th, unless the town or some part of the colony 
should be attacked by an enemy, in which case the beacon 
will be fired and three cannon discharged to alarm the coun- 
try that they may immediately repair to the town, duly equip- 
ped with arms and accoutrements.” It is probable that these 
handbills contained the same information as the following 
notice which appeared in the Gazelle on August 12th: 


PROVIDENCE BEACON. 


The Town of Providence to the inhabitants of the towns adjacent : 


‘¢ Loving friends and brethren, in consequence of the recom- 
mendation of the Continental Congress that those seaport towns 
which are principally exposed to the ravages and depredations of 
our common enemies should be fortified and put into as good a 
state of defence as may be, which has also received the approba- 
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tion of the legislature of the colony: besides a strong battery and 
intrenchment on the river, there has been lately erected on the 
greatest eminence in the town A Beacon for the purpose of alarm- 
ing the country whenever it shall become necessary in our defence, 
and as we doubt not of the readiness of our friends and brethren, 
both within and without the government, to give us every assis- 
tance in their power on such an occasion if timely apprized there- 
of. This is therefore to inform you that it is our urgent request 
that you all hold yourselves in readiness, and whenever you see 
said beacon on fire you immediately and without delay, with the 
best accoutrements, war like weapons and stores you have by you, 
repair to the town of Providence, there to receive from the mili- 
tary-officers present such orders as may be given by the authority 
of this jurisdiction for our common safety and defence. In case of 
an alarm we intend to fire the beacon and also discharge cannon 
to notify all to look out for the beacon. Be it observed and care- 
fully remembered that the discharge of cannon Alone is not an 
alarm, but the firing of the beacon of itself, even without cannon, 
will be an alarm in all cases, excepting on Thursday, the 17th 
inst., at sunset, when the beacon will be fired not as an alarm, 
but that all may ascertain its bearings and fix such ranges as may 
secure them from a false alarm, and that they may know where 


to look for it hereafter. When you hear the cannon look out for 
the beacon.” 


This trial proved a perfect success. A letter received by 
John Carter, the publisher of the Gazette, states that it was 
observed over an area of country extending from Cambridge 
Hill to New London and Norwich, and from Newport to Pom- 
fret. It is stated that many of the inhabitants of the neigh- 
boring country, not properly notified of this trial, hurriedly 
left their homes and promptly repaired to Providence to re- 
port for duty, imagining that the town was about to be inva- 
ded by the enemy. This structure was very simple in its 
design, consisting of a wooden shaft or mast, about 85 feet in 
height, securely braced at the foundation; wooden pegs or 
steps, at regular intervals, projected from either side to en- 
able a person to climb to the top. From the end of this shaft 














214 Narragansett Historical Register. 





an iron crane extended, from which hung an iron basket ; 
this was filled with inflammable material. By order of the 
town, a house was built at its base in which to store the com- 
bustibles, so as to be ready at a moment’s notice. The bea- 
con, probably, was never fired after the trial of August 17th, 
unless, perhaps, at the proclamation of peace it was used to 
spread the glad tidings throughout the neighboring country. 

During the latter part of August, the British ships cruising 
about Rhode Island threatened an attack on Providence, and 
the batteries in the harbor were manned and the military as- 
sembled under arms, but this contemplated attack was not 
made. The committee appointed in July to draw up rules 
for regulating the battery at Fox Hill made report at the 
town meeting August 29th,* when Captain Esek Hopkins, 
afterwards a brilliant naval officer, was appointed to com- 
mand the battery, Samuel Warner, lieutenant, and Christo- 
pher Sheldon, gunner. The following rules were adopted 
governing the battery: A captain and gunner were to be 
appointed for each gun. Seven men, including officers, for 
each gun were to be selected from the inhabitants of the 
town, who were acquainted with the use of cannon and who 
did not belong to any of the independent companies. The 
battery companies were ordered to exercise the cannon once 
a month or oftener, in order to perfect themselves in its use. 
The great guns in the battery were numbered, and each _ per- 
sons name who belonged to said guns was written on a card 
and affixed to the gun they belonged to, so that they would 
know where to repair in case of an alarm. This order shows 
plainly that the members of the battery were not proficient 
in military manceuvres and discipline, and when the excite- 
ment and confusion an alarm would produce is taken into 
consideration the wisdom of such an order is apparent.. Be- 
fore these rules governing the battery had been submitted 
the fort at Fox Hill had been completed, as well as the works 


* See note at end of this article. 
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in the lower harbor, between Field’s and Sassafras Points. 
Dr. Solomon Drowne, in a letter to his brother, dated August 
12, 1775, says regarding these works: “One day last week 
Mr. Campton, with one of the Light Infantry and two of the 
Cadet fifers went round to notify the sons of freedom who had 
the public good and safety at heart to repair to Hacker’s wharf, 
with such implements as are useful in intrenching, where a 
boat was ready to take them on board and transport them to 
the shore between Sassafras and Field’s Point. About 60 of us 
went in a packet, many had gone before, so when all had got 
there the number was not much short of 200. I don’t know 
that I ever worked harder a day in my life before. With 
what had been done by a number that went the day before, 
we threw up a breast work that extended near a quarter of a 
mile.” The works built at this time are still preserved, and 
bears the name of Robin Hill fort, and is located just south 
of Sassafras Point, a short distance back from the shore. 

The next day after the adoption of the rules regulating the 
Fox Hill battery, Thomas Gilman was stationed as a guard 
at this place. Thus matters went on until October, when the 
British fleet arrived in Newport, and after threatening and 
besieging that town sailed up the bay as far as Bristol, which 
was bombarded October 7, 1775. This caused much excite- 
ment and consternation in Providence. Additional defences 
were now considered necessary for the further security of the 
town, owing to this calamity, and redoubts were built at Paw- 

‘tuxet, Kettle Point and other places, and permanent garrisons 
established. 

A committee was appointed October 26, 1775, consisting 
of Messrs. Joseph Brown, Amos Atwell, Captain Barnard 
Eddy, Jabez Bowen, John Updike, Captain Simon Smith, 
Captain John Brown, Captain Joseph Bucklin and Captain 
Ebenezer Thompson, who were authorized “to direct where 
and in what manner fortifications shall be made upon the hill 
to the southward of the house of William Field,” a house still 
standing and located near’ Old Maids Cove, so called. This 
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committee evidently performed the duty required of them 
both promptly and faithfully, for on the same day it was 
“Voted, that the part of the town below the Gaol lane (now 
Meeting street), on the east side of the river, be required by 
warrant from the Town Glerk, as usual by beat of drum, to 
repair to-morrow morning (October 27), at 8 o'clock, to 
Field’s Point, to make proper fortifications there, to provide 
themselves with tools and provisions for the day, that the in- 
habitants capable of bearing arms, who dwell on the west side 
of the river, be required in the same manner to repair thither, 
for the same purpose, on Saturday next, and that the inhabi- 
tants of that part of the town to the northward of the Gaol 
lane, be required in the same manner to repair thither, for 
the same purpose, on Monday next.” In response to this 
order a fort was built on the top of the high hill at Field’s 
Point, commanding most perfectly the harbor and its ap- 
proach. This fort is now called Fort Independence and is a 
conspicuous object from both a land and water view. Captain 
Barnard Eddy superintended its construction. 

For some unexplained reason objections had been made to 
the situation of the guard house and magazine at Fox Hill, 
and the officers of the battery located there were empowered 
to remove them, if they thought necessary, to any other safer 
place nearer the fort, and if they deemed it advisable to add 
any other works to make the fortifications more secure. 
They were also empowered to give direction where and in 
what manner intrenchments shall be made to the northwest 
of the fort, for covering a body of men which may be placed 
there to oppose an enemy coming up the river. It cannot be 
positively stated whether these fortifications were built. 

The cost of building the works at Fox Hill, as well as the 
cost of maintaining a guard there and stores and provisions 
for the men at work on the fortifications at Field’s Point, is 
obtained from the following bill, rendered the town by Cap- 
tain Power, and in the possession of the city of Providence : 
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Town OF ProvipENCE To NicHoLtas Power, Dr. 
1775. £ ss. d. 
Aug. 16. To 148} days work for men building 
battery at Fox Hill, @ 3 shillings 
, IT 666.6 a Mae 6 Oaks edie 6 22 «4 9 
To paid Thos. Gilman wages and bill- 
ett for 3 mos. guard at the battery, 
from Aug. 30 to Nov. 30 .. ..... 9 15 0 
To paid John Jones wages and billett 
TP NR ik ok os a ssa stcicss 7 16 0 
To paid Thos. Gilman for three mos. 
and 7d. at do.......... tina Te 3 
1776. To paid John Jones bill for 3 weeks 
and 3 days, from April8 to May 6. 2 11 63 
To Barnard Eddy, bill for provisions 
for men at work on breastworks at 
errr 0 16 0 
To John Gills, bill for guarding bat- 
tery and billett 2 mos............ 6 9 5 
To David Lawrence’s bill for stores.. 3 1 4 
To John Brown’s bill............... 0 13 14 
63 18 54 
To Addington Davenport’s bill for use 
of his shop for a watch house for 
ee ee 0 18 0 
64 16 5} 











for nearly three years. 
kept the inhabitants continually on the alert. 
first of May, 1777, General Spencer laid the lines for a fort 
on College Hill, to be completed by the inhabitants, and on 
May 16th, the different military companies in the town were 
ordered to repair in the following order to Beacon Hill to 
make fortifications: “That Captain Barzillai Richmond’s 


9 
“ 


During the latter part of the following year the British 
again occupied Newport and continued on Rhode Island soil 
The close proximity of the enemy 
About the 
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company go upon duty to-morrow, Capt. Russell’s the next 
day, Capt. Burrill’s on Monday, Capt. Keene’s on Tuesday, 
Capt. Snow's and the Grenadier company on Wednesday, and 
that the captains keep lists of all persons who work and also 
those who do not, and that the said companies begin on 
Thursday next week, and go through a second tower of duty 
in rotation, in the same manner, each person to furnish his 
own tools, provisions, &c.” The fortifications constructed at 
this time were on the brow of the hill extending at some dis- 
tance around the beacon. Until within a few years portions 
of these works were visible but the last vestige was destroyed 
to make way for the brick block at the corner of Congdon 
and Bowen streets. The works thus far described are the 
only ones of importance that were erected in the town or for 
the protection of the town during the Revolutionary struggle, 
and upon the close of the war became deserted and forgotten, 
save as relics of a critical period in the country’s history, 
until the year 1814, during the second war with Great Bri- 
tain, it was deemed expedient for the safety of the town, 
“that Field’s Point be fortified by erecting a battery or bat- 
teries there,” and at a town meeting, held July 2, the sum of 
twenty thousand dollars was appropriated for that purpose, 
and a committee consisting of Messrs. John Carlisle, William 
Blodgett and James B. Mason, were appointed to take the 
matter in charge. Again, the hill of Field’s Point became the 
scene of warlike movements, and the fortifications which had 
remained idle and deserted for nearly forty years, were 
strengthened, and an additional fort was erected on the end 
of Field’s Point, just above tide water. 

A fort of considerable size was thrown up near Broad 
street, between what is now Pearl and Somerset streets, which 
will be remembered by many of the older citizens of Provi- 
dence. The late Edwin M. Stone, in his life of Howland, 
mentions another built at this time at Squaw Hollow. It is 
possible that the two may be identical, although a locality by 
this name existed in another part of the town, but no record 
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of a fort having been built there is obtained. A line of breast- 
works was also thrown up extending across from Field’ Point 
to Mashapaug pond. This work was performed by volun- 
tary labor by the citizens of the town, as had been the case 
during the previous war. Such men as John Howland, Eben- 
ezer Knight Dexter and William Larned, were prominent in 
perfecting measures for the protection of the town and though 
opposed to the war were prompt at hand when danger threat- 
ened. The enemy did not venture into these waters. Had 
they done so they would have found themselves opposed at 
many commanding positions. 

Of these fortifications erected at different times the only 
ones remaining, except perhaps faint outlines of the breast- 
works running towards Mashapaug pond, are the works at 
Field’s Point, all of which are clearly defined. 

Though no hostile cannon reverberated from these old time 
nevngeerts yet they to-day stand silent memorials of the colo- 

ny’s efforts to protect its homes and firesides from the inva- 
sion of a songeinary and ferocious enemy. 








Nore.—“ Regulations of the Fox Point Battery Drawn by Committee Saini to the 
Town in Town Meeting August 29 1775” 

Voted one capt. E. Hopkins be appointed to commd. the Battery at Fox Hill 

Voted one luft that Samuel Warner 

Voted one gunner Christopher Sheldon 

do 7 mento each gun Including officers that such be filled from the town Inhabits. as 
are acq’d with the use of Cannon and doe not belong to Any of the Independt. Companys 
who Attending this Duty be excused from the Militia Duties. 

Voted that the Battery compy Appt a capt & gunner for Each Gun out of their compy. 

Voted that upon any person quiting the Battery compy the officers thereunto Belongiag 
have power to sellect others as above said to keep their number complete. 

Voted That two Persons be app’d to Guard said Battery on Day who shall attend there 
on morning to Relieve the Night Watch and Tarry until the Evening Watch is Sett. 

Voted that the Great Guns be No & Each persons name who belong to said Guns be 
Wrote ona Card & stuck on the Gun they may belong to that they may know where to 
Repair in case of av Alarm—Vot’d that the Capt. Lieut & Gunner of said Battery Have the 
Care of preparing & keeping the Stores Belonging Thereto in Good Order 

Voted that the Battery Compy Exercise their cannon once a month or oftener to Perfect 
themselves in the use of Great Guns. 

It is recomended that 2 more 18 pounders be ted at the Battery at Fox Hill. 


WILLIAM EARLE 
SIMON SMITH 
Committee 


J 
ESEK HOPKINS J 





AMBROSE PAGE 
SAML NIGHTINGALE Jr 
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THE OLD SCHOOLS OF PROVIDENCE. 


A Paper read before the Rhode Island Veteran Citizens Historical Association, 
by Hon. Elisha Dyer, President of the Association. 


OME REMINISCENCES of how, when, and where 
the “young idea was taught to shoot” in olden 
° times; the late Hon. William R. Staples says in his 
%S “Annals of Providence,” page 493: 
© 
‘¢ The first schoolmaster in Providence, of whom any memorial 
remains, was William Turpin. When he came is not known, but 
he was here the 11th day of June, 1684. On that day, he exe- 
cuted an indenture with William Hawkins, and Lydia, his wife, 
in which he covenanted to furnish Peregrine Gardner, with board 
and schooling for one year, for six pounds, forty shillings of 
which in beef and pork; pork at two pence, and beef at three 
pence half penny per pound; twenty shillings in corn at two 
shillings per bushel, and the balance in silver money. He was 
to be instructed in reading and writing. This instrument is in 
the hand-writing of Mr. Schoolmaster Turpin, and exhibits plen- 
ary proof of his ability to teach writing. It also proves conclu- 
sively that schoolmasters in those days were not very exorbitant 
in their demands.’’ 


In Mr. Henry C. Dorr’s book, the “ Planting and Growth 
of Providence,” on page 185, he says: 

‘¢Turpin’s inn stood in the Town street on the site not many 
years since occupied by the late Mr. William P. Angell.” 


William Turpin was an Englishman. Nothing is known of 
his earlier life save that he was here so early as 1685, and 
that he taught a private school. Finding small encourage- 
ment as a teacher of boys, the unfortunate man of letters be- 
took himself to inn-keeping for their elders. The transition 
was not violent or surprising, when we remember what man- 
ner of men English schoolmasters too often were in those and 
in later days. The old inn, which was kept by several genera- 
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tions of his family, was in building in 1695. Turpin was 
more popular in his character of landlord than in that of 
schoolmaster. 

The first William Turpin died July 18, 1709, leaving what 
was in his day an ample estate. His son succeeded him in 
his property, his business and his public employments. 

The neat schoolmaster mentioned by Mr. Dorr, page 111, 
in 1735, is George Taylor, “the church schoolmaster.” He 
was allowed by the town-meeting the use of the upper story 
of the “ County-house,” in King’s (now Meeting street). Mr. 
Taylor was sent over by the “ English Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts.” It seemed to be the 
custom of that society to send with their missionaries the 
schoolmaster, whose duty it was to attend to the germination 
and cultivation of the principles and doctrines taught. One 
of the conditions of Mr. Taylor’s occupancy was that he 
should keep in repair the sun-dial in the street. In view of 
the habits of school boys in those and in later days, this was 
an undertaking of no little hazard. At this time there were 
one or two other dials in the town street, before the houses 
of prominent citizens; at this period clocks and watches were 
by no means in common use. When Williams disputed with 
the “‘ Foxians,” at Newport, in 1672, it was agreed that each 
party should be heard in‘turn, for a quarter of an hour. A 
difficulty at once arose. No clock was available in Newport, 
and the whole population who flocked to the debate had not a 
watch at their disposal, “ for unless we had clocks and watches 


and quarter-glasses (as in some ships), it was impossible to ° 


be exactly punctual ; however, by God’s help, I said I would 
study such exactness that I would rather omit much I had to 
say than fail in my promise to them.” The privation was 
long endured. The people were not in worse plight than 
those of most English villages. Few in those days had 
watches, but the village church-tower had very commonly its 
sun-dial. The following is from the records of the “ Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” in the 
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Library of Brown University: Names of missionaries, etc., 
on list January 31, 1732;.Mr. Flemming, schoolmaster at 
Providence, January 28, 1736; Mr. Taylor, schoolmaster at 
Providence, in place of Mr. Flemming. The above schools 
and teachers were all of whom I can ascertain as being of 
record, and were all private schools, as up to this period there 
appears to have been no free schools. I find on page 496, in 
the * Annals of Providence,” the following account: In 1767, 
the town again took up the subject of education, with the 
apparent design of providing schools for all the children of 
the inhabitants. At atown meeting holden December 8th, 
they resolved to purchase or build /hree school-houses for 
small children, and one for youth, to provide instructions and 
pay the expense from the treasury, and these schools to be 
under the supervision of a school committee. John Brown, 
John Jenckes, Nathaniel Greene, Charles Keene and Samuel 
Thurber were appointed a committee to select locations for 
the houses, to purchase land and make contracts for their 
erection. Darius Sessions, Samuel Nightingale, Jabez Bowen 
and Moses Brown were appointed to prepare an ordinance for 
the building, supporting and governing the schools. These 
committees reported to an adjourned meeting, holden on the 
first of January, 1768. For an account of the further action 
in this matter, reference is made to the Hon. Judge Staples’s 
book as heretofore mentioned. For the schools of memory I 
am indebted to several persons, as follows, viz: Mrs. Mary 
Ormsbee, a daughter of the late Nathan Horton Miller; she 
was born in Rehoboth, Mass., June 6, 1788, and now lives at 
No. 9, Cady’s Lane, in this city, possessing a remarkable vigor 
of mental and physical ability. She says the first school- 
house, as she remembers, was the long, one-story building on 
Benefit street, where Master Bradford kept in one end in the 
. year 1791, or when she was 38 years old, and a Miss Marshall 
(or Aunt Sally, as she was called), kept in the other, (both 
private schools.) The first free school, as she remembers, 
was kept by John Dexter, in the same house and year as 
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above. Marm Ruff kept in the Nash, or Sessions house, now 
351 North Main street, about the year 1798. Marm Low was 
,in the Thomas Arnold house, now Nos. 429 and 431 North 
Main street, about 1781. Miss Balch subsequently kept in 
the same house. Mr. Philip W. Martin, born in 1785, says he 
attended Major John Dexter’s school when he was 6 years of 
age,in 1791. The ushers of Major John Dexter, at the Ben- 
efit street school, were Eliphalet Dyer and Noah Curtis. Mr. 
George W. Bowen, born in 1794, says Major Dexter’s school 
was kept in 1803; they all refer to the building as a long, 
one-story building, one end of which was occupied by the 
large, old-fashioned chimney ; the other end was appropriated 
to the instruction of very young children, under the charge 
of school mistresses. Mrs. P. W. Martin was at one time 
one of the pupils, but does not remember the name of her 
teacher. Mrs. Ormsbee further stated that she attended Miss 
Balch’s school when kept on the lower floor of the Arnold 
house, at the corner of Short alley and North Main street, 
and leaving the school about 1798, when 10 years of age. 
Her school days were finished under the instruction of Major 
Dexter, in 1803, at 15 years of age. I can find no records 
of the three schools voted to be established at the Town Meet- 
ing of December 8th, 1767, but must depend upon the mem- 
ory of those who were their pupils, for their location and 
instruction. From the memories of Mrs. Ormsbee, Messrs. 
Martin and Bowen, the first of the three schools referred to, 
was that of Major John Dexter, on Benefit street, on the site 
of the present grammar school; the second one was located 
on Claverick street, between Pine and Friendship streets, as 
appears from the statement of Mr. Benjamin C. Simmons 
and Mrs. E. Weld; the third, as stated by Mrs. Parmilia A. 
Barber, (born in 1803), was located on Transit street, next 
in rear of the Church of the Saviour, formerly St. Stephen’s. 
In reference to the second school, Mr. Simmons makes the 
following statement: 
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‘‘ The public school-house near the corner of Pine and Claverick 
streets, was built’ about 1800. Its first teacher was the Rev. 
James Wilson, the assistant was William E. Richmond. I recol- 
lect that about 1816, Daniel Young was the principal and Isaac 
Southworth the assistant in the upper part of the house. In the 
lower story Amos Warner was the principal. He was succeeded 
by Christopher Hill and Daniel Baker, as assistant. About 1819, 
the school-house in Summer street was built, which changed the 
district, and I changed with it. My deskmate was Walter Dan- 
forth, who, although young, promised to be a fine scholar. The 
school-house in Richmond street was built in 1828. Its jirst 
principal was Joseph W. Pettis. He was succeeded by Esek 
Aldrich, Albert Ainsworth and James C. Hidden being the assis- 
tants. I recollect the private school of Richard Marvin. The 
school hours were kept by an hour-glass. His reading books were 
Shakspeare and Pope's Essay on Man. There were two school- 
masters of the olden time: The jirst, Terrence O’Reilly, an 
Irishman, kept a school where Wheeler’s exchange office was 
subsequently located. The second was that of Major Box, an 
Englishman. He made his own arithmetics, copying his rules, 
tables of multiplication and substraction in a book which I have, 
dated A. D. 1794, both schools being near the Providence bridge. 
The successor to Daniel Young, in the school above mentioned, 
was Elisha Atkins, the brother of Gen. Thomas F. Carpenter’s 
wife. The school-house stood on a sand bank, beneath which 
was clay, in which many an urchin found, to his sorrow, that he 
had lost his shoes. It was indeed a horrible pit of miry clay. 
The school-house was surrounded by John Field’s cornfields and 
apple orchard, in which stood a very ancient cider mill in A. D. 
1816.”’ 


In a previous account Mr. Simmons refers to the old Dil- 
worth Spelling Book, as the second book of instruction for 
the earlier schools. Mrs. Weld says: 


‘¢ The recollections of my sister, Mrs. Barnes, of the first pub- 
lic school on the west side, was the building situated near the 
corner of Pine and Claverick streets. According to a historical 
record in our possession, the Rev. James Wilson was the teacher, 
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He commenced in December, 1800, and taught eleven years. He 
was much beloved by his scholars for his just and impartial deal- 
ings with them. My impression is that Daniel Young was the 
first usher under Mr. Wilson, and when his school was divided, 
Mr. Young was appointed principal up stairs. Mr. Hill was the 
next principal, taking Mr. Wilson’s place. He was succeeded 
by Daniel Baker, a good and kind teacher, popular with his 
scholars. His brother, Elisha Baker, was the next appointment, 
a very different man and unpopular teacher. I left soon after he 
came to attend Mr. Rawson’s school on Meeting street, about 
1822 to 1825. My sister remembers attending Marm Gardner’s 
school at the time of a great fire down town in 1801. I com- 
menced attending there in 1813.” 


Mrs. Weld’s reference to Marm Gardner’s school, and Mrs. 
Ormsbee’s to Marm Low’s, recalls the fact that mention has 
been made of the school of the latter being the successor of 
the former. I am indebted to Mrs. M. R. Marshall for Marm 
Low’s personal history. “ Her maiden name was Mary Allen, 
daughter of Stephen Allen, of Rehoboth. She married Thos. 
Low, who died in the war of the revolution, leaving her a 
young widow with two children. She commenced her first 
school in the upper part of the Thomas Arnold house, now 
429 and 432 North Main street, in 1781. There are persons 
living now who remember her as located at the corner of 
Orange and Weybosset streets. It is safe to conclude that 
she taught school for forty years or more, until the year of 
1832. She lived to the advanced age of 93 years, and died 
in 1848, possessing great vigor of mind in her declining 
years.”’ 

Asa pupil of both schools, the contrast between the two 
dames is most vividly recalled. Marm Gardner was of medi- 
um stature, rotund in face and figure, with a mild, genial 
countenance and manner. Marm Low was very tall, of gaunt 
figure and sallow face. She always wore a large cap trimmed 
with black, which gave a sombre look and influence upon all 
around her, which was in strong contrast to the neat white 
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cap, blue gingham dress and spotless white aprons of Marm 
Gardner. I am informed at the time of the gale in 1815, the 
school of. Marm Low was located in the then Baptist lane, 
now Waterman street, and from which she removed to the 
corner of Orange and Weybosset streets, as the successor of 
Marm Gardner. In these and similar schools, the first book 
of instruction for the young children was the New England 
Primer, published in Boston in 1777, in which, as the princi- 
pal attractive illustration was the enlivening spectacle of the 
burning of John Rogers at the stake, on the 14th of Februa- 
ry, 1554, ‘in the presence of his wife and nine small children 
and one at the breast.” Also a representation of Adam and 
Eve under an apple tree with the Scriptural fact, “ That in 
Adam’s fall, we sinned all,” with many other Scriptural facts 
and cautions. The seats in the school were of oak plank on 
four fire wood standards, at an elevation of sixteen or eighteen 
inches from the floor, with no rest, relief or protection from 
falling, and the surface of those I refer to, having had the 
wear of the preceding schools, were of more than mirror-like 
smoothness and polish. At the present time where music is 
taught much attention is paid to the study. of counterpoint 
(harmony), but as there was no music in the schools of those 
early days, the pupils substituted cownlerpoise, as the neces- 
sary protection against the law of gravitation, when “ tired 
nature yielded to its sweet restorer, balmy sleep. Harmony 
was then induced and practiced by the presence of appliances 
kept for its maintenance. There was, as memory recalls, a 
variation to the monotonous sounds of “ ab-eb-ib-ob-ub ” in 
the seething sounds that came forth from the old dame’s bowl 
of cider into which the good boys, as a reward, were allowed 
to drop the hottest coals from the tongs until the desired heat 
was produced. The other expression of her approval and 
reward was in going to old Mrs. Heath’s to have her capa- 
cious snuff box refilled with the best of ‘ Macaboy,” as she 
not only enjoyed the common luxury with the nasal organ, 
but with a liking for its taste. 
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The next progressive instruction book to the Primer was 
the “New Guide to the English Tongue,” by Thomas Dil- 
worth, published in Boston in 1764, which were practical and 
religious maxims, grammatical rules and examples, a curious 
book of antiquity. 

My connection with Marm Low’s school was from about 
1816 and 1817, from which latter time I was sent for a lim- 
ited period to the schools of the Rev. Willard Preston, on 
Richmond street, Stephen Rawson, on Meeting street, Moses 
Noyes on Aborn street, Luther Ainsworth, on Orange and 
Eddy streets, and the Rev. George Taft, on Benefit street. 


In April, 1822, I went to the school of the late Dr. Row- 
land Greene (“ Father Greene,’ as we called him), at Black 
Hill, in Plainfield, Conn., an account of which school, by one 
of the pupils, was published in the Rhode Island Schoolmas- 
ter, of November, 1861. Returning in the fall of that year 
to attend the school of the late James Scott, “a Friend,” 
which was then on Hydraulion street, now Exchange street. 
My attendance at so many different schools from 1817 to 1824 
was not, I presume, from excessive precocity or strength of 
intellectual ability, but from a most praiseworthy paternal 
desire and effort that my mental bow should have the greatest 
tension and projectile power in directing the ideal arrow to 
the highest point of intellectual attainment. 

James Scott was born in North Providence, in 1788, and 
died in 1862, aged 74 years. The inscription of his head- 
stone is: ‘ Rev. James Scot, son of Job and Eunice Scot. 
Born April 7th, 1788, died, Nov. 17, 1862, in the 75th year of 
his age.” In mind, character and manner, he possessed the 
mildness characteristic of the sect to which he belonged. He 
was an exceedingly intellectual person, and with proper ad- 
vantages and culture, would have been preéminently dis- 
tinguished in the age and times in which he lived. 


For his personal history 1 am indebted to the following 
persons: Job S. Mann, of Albion, R. 1., writes as follows: 
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‘¢ Friend Elisha Dyer: Thy postal containing inquiries concern- 
ing James Scott was received. My sister, Ruth Mann, attended 
James Scott’s school, at his residence in North Providence, for 
six months and two weeks, commencing in December, 1826, and 
leaving in 1827. James’s school was discontinued before the fol- 
lowing winter, and Ruth thinks he did not teach more than two 
years in all. James was then a married man. His wife, Alice, 
was his first cousin, whose maiden name was Sisson, and was 27 
years of age at that time, James being older. They had three 
daughters, only one of whom lived to grow up. She married 
Abner Lowell, of Portland, Maine, where she is now living with 
her mother, Alice, James’s widow. Job Scott, the father of 
James, died in Balliton (Ireland), of small pox, where he had 
gone on a preaching tour. He left the estate where James was 
brought up, to him and his brother Oziel. After his brother’s 
death, which occurred not long after his father’s, James divided 
the property, giving each of his four sisters, Lydia, Mary, Sarah 
and Ruth, an equal share with himself. Previous to his marriage, 
he delivered a course of scientific lectures in Providence, for 
which he received several hundred dollars. Ruth, my sister, 
thought him an excellent teacher, and. gives the names of several 
of his scholars: Henry Waterman, George W. Lippitt, Stephen 
Barker, Sarah and Eliza Esten, daughters of Esek Esten, his near 
neighbor. Cornelius, their brother, is still living, and may give 
you some items of interest. While living on his farm he would 
go to the city with fruit and vegetables, commencing his sales 
near home, and when reaching the Central Market, if he found 
his prices had been too high, he would go back over his route and 
refund the excess to every customer. He was a member of the 
Society of Friends and a preacher therein, but afterwards he 
joined the Swedenborgian Church and preached in Pawtucket 
several years. He was one of a committee of three to run the 
boundary line between old Smithfield and North Providence. 
After he had become reduced financially, he sold his farm to 
Adam Anthony and went to live with his sister, Lydia, who mar- 
ried William Roach, of New Bedford, where he died. He was 
buried in Swan Point Cemetery. My sister Mary, who visited 
his grave, says the title of Rev. is prefixed to his name in the 
stone.” 
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Phebe A. Marble writes as follows: 
Friend Elisha Dyer: 

James Scott was the son of Job Scott, a valued minister in our 
Society. His life was published in 1797. I do not find any 
reference in it to his son James, but I remember many years ago 
that he became what was called a ‘* New Light,” and later a 
Swedenborgian minister. He was a very fine reader. Job 
Mann, of Albion, can tell thee of his early life, and Lydia 
Mann, of Slatersville, his later. 





Lydia Mann writes. 
Woonsocket, Oct. 16th, 1883. 

‘‘T do not feel quite sure that the James Scott, of whom you 
inquire, is the James Scott of my acquaintance. My friend was 
the son of Job Scott, an eminent preacher in the Society of 
Friends. I did not know he ever taught school in Providence. 
He may have done so when quite young. If now living he would 
be 95 or 96 years of age. He had a school in his own house, long 
years ago, afterwards he was a farmer, and then a surveyor, and 
finally became a minister of the New Jerusalem Church. He was 
aman of much talent and great purity. He married his cousin, 
Alice Sisson, who was living, the last I knew of her, with her 
only child, Mrs. Abner Lowell, in Portland, Maine. She must 
be between 80 and 90 years of age. He died between fifteen and 
twenty years ago. I have known Mr. Scott since I was a child 
and lived in the same house with him.”’ 


Judge Staples writes in his ‘ Annals of Providence” : 


“In 1834, James Scott became interested in the writings of 
Swedenborg. He had been educated among the Quakers and 
was deeply imbued with their principles. He was appointed the 
reader in the ‘ New Church,’ in Bridgewater, in 1835.’’ 


In 1824 I was prepared for admission to Brown University 
by Roswell C. Smith, entering in 1825. Mr. Smith succeeded 
James Scott, both schools being kept in the building and 
premises formerly occupied by Messrs. G. & A. Richmond, 
manufacturing jewelers, in the rear and connected with the 
Hamilton Building. For the account of Mr. Smith as an 
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instructor and author of valuable school books, I am indebted 
to William W. Ellsworth, Esq., of New York City. Nearly 
cotemporary with the school of Mr. Smith was the school of 
the late Rufus Claggett, which is well-entitled to be mentioned. 


*¢ Roswell Chamberlain Smith was born in Franklin, Conn., 
April 6, 1797. He had, as a boy, the ordinary education of a 
country lad of those days, but his thirst for knowledge led him to 
go further with his studies than he was able in the district school 
at Franklin. By dint of teaching during vacations and by prac- 
ticing the strictest economy, often walking to and from Andover, 
Mass., at the beginning and end of the term, he graduated from 
Phillips Academy. He had before, for a short time, attended the 
Academy at Plainfield, Conn. Later, he passed the examination 
at Yale College, taking a high stand, but poverty prevented his 
remaining, and he decided to make teaching his profession, He 
taught at the Norwich, Conn., Academy, going from there to 
Providence, R. I., where he had a private school, succeeding in 
time and locality the school taught by James Scott, a Quaker. 
Mr. Elisha Dyer, who was one of Mr. Smith’s scholars, remem- 
bers him most agreeably, ‘ Not only as an instructor, but as hav- 
ing those qualities of mind and character which all must esteem ’ 
Mr. Dyer further remembers ‘ his intelligence and thoroughness, 
his quick appreciation of a scholar’s mental ability, and his pleas- 
ing manners and address.’ It was in Providence that his first 
book was written, an arithmetic, and for some time before its 
publication he taught his scholars from the manuscript of this 
work. In Providence, too, he found a wife who had been one of 
his pupils, the daughter of Deacon Josiah Cady. 

‘* The success of Mr. Smith’s first book led him to the making 
of others, and he soon gave up teaching and devoted his entire 
time to the work he grew to love so well—the authorship of school 
books. The results of his life work were two grammars—one of 
which reached its one hundred and sixtieth edition in 1840, eight 
years after publication—five geographies and three arithmetics. 
Another geography, began about the year 1862, was never fin- 
ished, for the death of an only daughter, in 1866, took away all 
ambition for further work, 
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*¢ About the year 1836. Mr. Smith removed from Providence to 
Hartford, Conn., where his publisher at that time lived, and here 
he passed the remainder of his life, quietly, and with suflicient 
means to live in comfort, but without the desire to accumulate « 
large fortune. His death occurred in 1873. 

‘¢ Throughout the life of Roswell C. Smith, the sterling Christ- 
ian virtues were prominent in his character, and his years were 
spent in teaching the young, either directly or in the wider school- 
room reached by his works. One of his grammars, although 


published many years ago, has still a large sale, and many who 


are now in middle life will remember its first abrupt question, 
‘What is your name?” 


In reference to the school of the late Rufus Claggett, which 
was also kept in Hydraulion street, nearly opposite to the 
schools of Messrs. Scott & Smith, in the upper story of the 
building occupied by the late Messrs. Wheaton & Truesdale, 
wholesale grocers, as a storchouse, the following note is from 
Mrs. Claggett: 


Brooktyn, N. Y., Sept. 28th, 1883. 
‘¢DeaR Sir-—I am in receipt of the postal that you sent to 
my brother, requesting him to give you a sketch of the life of my 


‘deceased husband. I enclose two notices, and in connection will 


mention that the late Mr. Claggett was born February 28th, 
1803, and was one of a family of twelve. In childhood he mani- 
fested a strong desire to acquire knowledge, and was proficient 
in its pursuit. At an early age he prepared young men for col- 
lege, by which teaching he was enabled to earn his own collegiate 
education at Dartmouth College, where he frequently delivered 
orations in the Greek and Latin languages. He was very fond 
of music, of which he possessed a thorough knowledge. After 
graduating he studied law with Rufus Choate, and through life 
followed his chosen profession. During his residence in Provi- 
dence he was Judge of the Supreme Court [in ¢his, however, I 
think Mrs. Claggett was mistaken] as he was probably Justice 
of the Peace. He was ever mindful of the political interests of 
his country, and was a true patriot to the end of his life; and at 
the close, passed peacefully to a purer and a better world.”’ 
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Mrs. Claggett adds in another note of Oct. 8th, 1883. 

‘*DeaR Srr.—I am in receipt of your postal card of the 6th, 
and am sorry that I cannot furnish all the information you desire. 
I think Mr. Claggett came to Providence about 1828. He taught 
there five years the English branches, Greek and Latin. He had 
a large school. The books he published were the ‘‘ American 
Expositor,” ‘‘ Elocution Made Easy,” ‘‘A Manual,’’ and an 
‘¢ English Grammar.” Mr. Claggett was very fond of the science 
of astronomy, and calculated a solar eclipse several years before 
it occurred. The deceased was a New Hampshire man, and com- 
pleted his preparatory studies at the Academy in Newport (New 
Hampshire), the place of the family residence. He graduated at 
Dartmouth College in 1824, and studied law three years in Ports- 
mouth; then went to Providence, where he was admitted to the 
bar, where, for several years, he pursued the labors of his profes 
sion, in 1841 he removed fo New York, and in that city and 
Brooklyn continued the practice of law. Though engaged in pro- 
fessional work, he took great interest in the cause of education, 
preparing and publishing books to aid the youthful mind. in ac- 
quiring a correct and ready use of language, and a practical 
knowledge of Elocution. As aman, Mr. Claggett was genial, 
courteous, modest, cheerfully communicative, and of a pure life. 
Asa lawyer, justly mindful of his clients’ interest, honorable and 
upright in his feeling, quickly discerning the moral quality of an 
act, aud having no fellowship with the dishonest and fraudulent. 
In his theological views he was thoroughly evangelical, adhering 
to the doctrine of grace as taught by the New England divines. 
In the early part of his life he was believed to have had experi- 
mental knowledge, and to have died in the faith and hope of the 
gospel. He leaves a widow with a family of sons and daughters, 
who deeply feel his loss and with many friends cherish his memo- 
ry with high and tender regard. He died April 22d, 1875. His 
obituary was published in a New York paper, and in ‘* The Man- 
chester Mirror and Farmer.” 

Brown University, Nov. 3d, 1829. 

To all whom it may concern : 

This may certify that Mr. Rufus Claggett has received the 
Degree of Bachelor of Arts at Dartmouth College and that of 
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Master of Arts at this Institution. For nearly a year he has 
resided in this ‘Town, and as far as I have known has uniformly 
sustained an irreproachable character, both as a moral and literary 
man. He brought to this place high testimonials of talents and 
worth from Portsmouth, N. H., the place of his previous resi- 
dence. 

Signed. F. WayLanp. 


Mr. Claggett died in Brooklyn, N. Y., April 22d, 1875, 
aged 70 years. 
ProvipENcE, Nov. 20, 1883. 
Subsequent to the preceding reminiscences I have the fol- 
lowing papers from Mrs. Rebecca Goodwin, of Bristol, R. I., 
daughter of the late William Wilkinson, Esq. 


** William Wilkinson was born in Killingly, Conn., June 19, 
760. He entered Providence College (then under President 
Manning) at an early age, and had not concluded his course when 
the College was broken up by the revolutionary war. Soon after- 
wards he entered the army, and was private secretary to Col. 
Crary. He did not graduate until after the close of the war, in 
1783. His first marriage took place the same year, in relation to 
which Mrs. Tibbitts, a sister of Mrs. Goodwin, says, ‘ that upon 
his representing to President Manning of his inability to support 
a family, he very generously offered to him a home in some of 
the vacant rooms of the College. The offer was accepted, and 
he with his family lived in the College several years, two of his 
daughters being born there. He was master of the Latin School, 
which was kept in the College building from 1772 until 1786, and 
then removed to the brick school-house on Meeting street. 
Among his scholars were James Burrill, George R. Burrill, 
Nicholas Brown and Jeremiah B. Howell. He was College 
Librarian from 1785 to 1788. He was appointed Deputy Post- 
master, in Providence, R. 1., June 5, 1792, this commission 
being signed by Timothy Pickering, Postmaster General, when 
George Washington was President of the United States. His 


appointment was renewed May 7, 1796, and he continued in — 


oflice until Thomas Jefferson was President. He went into part- 

nership with John Carter, they opening the first bookstore in 

the town of Providence. Mr. Carter was a printer, and some 
4 
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old books are now in circulation that were printed by Carter and 
Wilkinson and sold at their book and stationery store opposite 
the market, 1794. The connection and residence of the late Mr. 
Wilkinson in Brown University, and the birth of the two 
daughters there, would naturally anticipate and foreclose any 
discussion or question that might have been between my vener- 
ated ‘‘Alma Mater’? and her esteemed Faculty, not only as to 
the propriety and expediency of admitting females as well as 
males within her classic walls, but also in defining the age at 
which humanity might begin its mental process, under her train- 
ing and culture. This unusual occurrence probably required a 
change of study and in the cultivation of the vocal organs in the 
suspension of attention to ‘* Homeric odes,’’ and the substitution 
of the popular evening song and supplication of ** Hush my dear, 
lie still and slumber,’’ and ** Now I lay me down to sleep.’’ In 
physical culture there would be little necessity for ‘* horizontal 


bars,” 


or * vaulting horses,”’ the rounds of chairs and legs of 
tables, being all that would be requisite for the attainment of 
strength of muscle. For locomotion the standing stool on rollers 
and the old-fashioned bandana, much more appropriate than the 
revolving bicycle so little adapted to nursery limits and inex- 
perienced muscle. ‘To ‘* good old Brown ’’ must be awarded the 
front rank in the recognition of the rights and mental equality of 
the sexes, and the precocity of age available in admission to 
‘‘Academic Halls.”’ | 

A second paper from Mrs. Goodwin is as follows: 

‘* Moses Noyes was a teacher of a school on the corner of 
Magee and George streets, as long ago as 1808. It was under 
the control of proprietors, but at that date the children of others 
attended the schovl. About the year 1810, Mr. Noyes resigned 
his position and opened a school for young ladies in his own 
house, on Mathewson street. where he taught for several years 
in a most acceptable and honorable manner. Requiring larger 
and more central accommodations, he removed to a spacious 
room prepared for him on Exchange street. He continued there 
many years, but eventually returned to his own house, where he 
closed his career as schoolmaster. He was beloved and respected 
by his scholars. This is the testimony of one who was his pupil 
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more than seventy years ago, when his classes were composed of 
the most honored and influential names in the town of Provi- 
dence. But a few are left to confirm this account, and acknow- 
ledge their debt to their admirable instructor, Moses Noyes.”’ 


The following. account is given by his son, Mr. John L. 
Noyes: 

ProvIDENCE, Aug. 28, 1883. 
Hon. Elisha Dyer, President : 

Dear Sir—In reply to your question for information in relation 
to my father’s early history as a teacher in Providence, &e., 
&e., &e., I would say that he taught the *** George Street 
Academy’ (the building I remember well); also the names of 
several of his pupils—John Carter Brown, Moses and Robert 
Ives, John H. Clarke and others. He afterwards purchased of 
Pardon Mason, the house at the corner of Mathewson and Sabin 
streets (which formerly stood near the ‘* great bridge,’’) and was 
removed up the Cove on scows, to make room for the old Wash- 
ington Insurance Company’s Building, which remained until 
taken down, and was replaced by the present building. He 
occupied the lower part of the house as a residence, using the 
west chambers as a school for young ladies, which he taught 
until he removed to a wooden building erected by Jacob Harts- 
horn, north of .and adjoining the Hamilton Building, the lower 
floor being occupied by the firm of Hartshorn & Arnold as a 
wholesale grocery store. This was about 1814. I am not cer- 
tain about the date, but I remember it was previous to the 
September gale of 1815. This room he occupied until he was 
upplied to and accepted the position of Principal of the ¢** Pro- 
prietor’s Academy,’’ near the corner of Aborn and Washington 


* The old George Street Academy was standing as late as 1817, as 7 remember, in a 
neglected condition, at the northeast corner of George and Magee streets, and was removed 
by James Brown, when Benj. C. Harris built the house now occupied by Samuel Foster. 
It is now the residence of Hon. Henry B. Anthony, No. 5, Benevolent street. 


t Names of some of the old scholars of Proprietor’s Academy, Aborn street; Shubael H. 
Cady, Caroline Cady, Mary A. Cady, David Cleveland Cady, Henry Talbot, Eliza ‘Talbot. 
Susan ‘Talbot, Albert Martin, Mary Martin, Caroline Dyer, Frances Dyer, Elisha Dyer, 
Benjamin Hoppin, Levi Hoppin, William W. Hoppin, Wm. Jones Hoppin, Anna Jones 
Hoppin, Thomas F. Hoppin, Sarah C. D. Hoppin, Wm. W. Brown, Thomas Brown, 
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streets, (the Methodist Church stood on the corner), where he 
remained several years, until he purchased and moved a building 
on to his lot and joining his dwelling house, where he continued 
his school until his health failed, and he closed his school in 1835. 
During the year 1815, I attended ‘* Marm Philbrook’s”’ school, 
nearly opposite my father’s school, on what is now Exchange 
street. She was assisted by her youngest daughter, Miss Ann. 
I remember among her scholars, Jonathan Draper, son of Aaron 
D.; he is still living at the Old Gentlemen’s Home, aged 82 
years; Betsey Short, daughter of Jonathan Short; William P. 
Blodget, son of Col. William Blodget; Mary Billings, daughter 
of Sheriff Billings ; these are all I recollect. ‘The school-room on 
Exchange street, which was long occupied by my father, was 
afterwards used as a school-room, club-room, law-oflice, &c., &e., 
and late by Galen & Aronet Richmond in addition to their other 
shop, for the manufacture of jewelry. Should I live, I may give 
you some account of some of the old musical societies, as you 
request. 


Very truly and respectfully your old schoolmate, 


Joun L. Noyes. 


In closing this paper, the length of which has far exceeded 
the writer’s intention or wish, he freely acknowledges his 
conscientiousness of its errors, imperfections and incomplete- 
ness. As much, if not more, could have been written than 
has been. To all those who have assisted in its preparation 
he returns his sincere thanks, and earnestly appeals to all 


Zepheniah Brown, Emily Brown, Harriet Brown, Alex. F. Adie, Harriet Adie, Charles 
Dyer, Albert Dyer, John F. Dyer, Delia Soule, Eliza Soule, Cornelius 8. Jones, Caroline 
Jones, Sophia Taylor, Mary Taylor, Charles Taylor, Mayn Taylor, Julia Taylor, Frances 
W. Cutler, Caleb F. Rea, Alexander H. Vinton, Elizabeth Vinton, Francis Vinton, George 
M. Richmond, George C. Arnold, James O. Arnold, Mary Rhodes, James Rhodes, George 
W. Rhodes, Richard Rhodes, Charles Rhodes, Charles Bias, —-— Rodman, Wm. Sim- 
mons, Delia Storrs, James C. Richmond, Mary Richmond, Eliza Richmond, Thomas C. 
Richmond, Francis W. Peck, Wm. Ormstead, Sophia T. Brownell, Thos. Wilson, Henry 
Wilson, Caroline Wilson, Samuel Gladding, Sarah Sweet, Joseph W. Sweet, Nathaniel 
Sweet, Daniel 8. Paine, John J. Paine, Joseph A. Barker, Allen O. Peck, Caroline Grin- 
nell, John Checkly Ames, Ann Ames, Sophia Ames, James B. Ames, Mary Eddy, Eliza 
Eddy, Susan Burrill, Eleanor Burrill, Sophia Dexter, Phebe C. Church, Sarah B. Mason, 
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who have the ability and opportunity, to give a more full and 
historical account of the schools of the “ olden times.” 


Hon. E. Dyer: 


Dear Sir—I fear a part of the school notes I gave you may not 
be explicit, and that two of the teachers are put in the wrong 
place, I write this from my notes and think now will prove cor- 
rect. At the April, 1800, town meeting, a committee consisting 
of James Burrill, Jr., Richard Jackson, Jr., John Howland, John 
Carlile, William Richmond, John Corliss and Joel Metcalf were 
appointed to devise a plan for free schools. They reported, and 
recommended the establishing of four schools to be kept open 
during the year, viz.: One in Whipple Hall, near north end of 
Benefit street ; one in the * brick school-house,’’ Meeting street ; 
one to be built at the south end, Transit street; one to be built 
on the west side, near corner of Friendship and Claverick streets. 
In July the Council appointed four teachers as principals. The 
schools were opened on the last Monday of October. On the 
23d of December, 1800, there were pupils in the first district, 
Whipple Hall, Mr. Dexter, 180; second district, ‘* brick school- 
house,’’ Meeting street, Mr. Noyes, 230; third district, Transit 
street, Mr. Farnum, 240; fourth district, West Side, Mr. Wilson, 
338. Yours, 

J. A. Howxanp. 


1768, Dec. 2.—The town resolved to build one school- 
house, 30x40, two stories, near the Court House; a brick 
school-house. In the house so built the town agreed to sup- 
port a free school by a tax of £100, provided the sum of 
£182 17s. was contributed. A committee of nine and the 
Town Council ez-officio. The subscription failed. 

July, 1769, 1 suppose—John Smith was appointed to build 
the “brick school-house,’ now stands on Meeting street. 
The town owned the lower story and the proprietors the 
upper story, and the town appointed a master to teach in its 
part of the house, and it so continued till 1785. 

1785—Proprietors built near the north end of Benefit 
street, a house called “ Whipple’s Hall,’ which the town 
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hired for a school. About 1800 the town purchased the pro- 
prietors’ right in the “brick school-house,” and in “ Whipple’s 
Hall,” which was standing in 1828. 

1800, April—A committee recommended four schools, 
viz.: One in the Meeting street brick school-house, one to 
be built at the south end of Benefit street, one to be built on 
the West Side, and one in Whipple Hall, the principal to 
have $500 salary and the usher or assistant $200. The one 
at the south end was located on Transit street, near Benefit. 
The one on the West Side near the corner of Friendship 
and Claverick streets. 

1800, July—The town appointed as principals, James Wii- 
son, John Dexter, Moses Noyes, Royal Farnum; and two 
assistants for West Side and one each for the others. The 
assistants were to be James Wilson, Daniel Young, Lucius 
Bolles, Grovesnor Taft, Ezra Leonard and William Morton. 
Schools opened in 1800, and on the 23d of December there 
were pupils in the first district 180, Dexter; second district 
230, Noyes, Meeting street; third district 240, Farnum, 
Transit street ; fourth district 338, Wilson. Subsequently the 
fourth district was divided, under masters, with no ushers, 
at $400. This continued to 1812; from then to 1818 there 
were five schools. The masters $500, ushers $200, which in 
1818 was raised to $250. . 

1819—A_ school-house erected on the west side of Pond 
street, and two districts on the West Side till 1824, when 
there were five masters at $500 and five ushers at $250, and 
so remained till 1828, when primary schools were established. 

PROVIDENCE, Nov. 28, 1883. 

In the comparison of the schools of the past and present, 
no greater contrast exists than in the cold, desolate, barn- 
like buildings of the old school houses with the architectural 
models and attractive edifices of to-day ; and the comparison 
is equally as marked in the interior of plastered walls, cheer- 
less windows, and comfortless seats, with the oppressive heat 
of the universal coarse cast-iron box-stove, with its rough 
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iron pipe extending the entire length of the apartment, with 
the luxury of detail in the sanitary and every other arrange- 
ment of the schools of the present time. As of the buildings, 
so of the teachers, as many of these seemed to think the 
greatest mental progress could be had with the inflection of 
almost barbaric sufferings. I remember, in one of the most 
popular schools, seeing the master with extended arms toss 
a scholar horizontally over the stove-pipe and catching him 
in his descent on the other. There might not have been in 
this physical suffering, but what were the mental sensations 
of the pupil, and if perchance the master had failed to catch 
him in this fall, what would have been the result? Again 
the same master could make a scholar hold a stick of wood 
at arm’s length, and when from exhaustion the arm would 
droop a severe blow upon it with his heavy ruler would make 
the sufferer with spasmodic effort try to regain the intended 
height. Again he would place a prop of wood in a pupil’s 
mouth after extending it as far as possible, and place him on 
a platform that all the scholars might witness his ingenuity 
of torture, and all this for slight offences or unlearned 
lessons. 

Another teacher would compel his scholars when he was 
inimical to them to stoop forward as far as possible without 
falling, and then bind them in that position to his desk for 
as long a time as his ill-temper suggested. In conversation 
with a friend a few days since, I asked if he had ever visited 
a certain school of the past’ He replied, “ only once, and 
that was when, as I was entering the door, the master hurled 
a heavy ruler across the room at a scholar’s head.” A vol- 
ume could be filled in the recital of the cruel treatment from 
nervous irritable masters upon pupils whose fault being 
more from a mental inability of appreciating than from a 
perverse or obstinate spirit of offence or resistance. The 
school-room in those days was destitute of the ordinary 
amenities in action or language, and was the object only of 
fear and aversion. There was no inquisitive or intelligent 
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examination of a pupil’s mental ability for the acquisition of 
knowledge in tasks reasonable or unreasonable, which, if not 
acquired, would subject him to physical suffering. Here 
again I am led astray in active thought and memory, whose 
flood-gates I will close, lest their current should exceed the 
° limits of expediency. 
December 12, 1883. 


THE RECORD OF OLD SMITHFIELD FROM 
1730 TO 1850. 


From Records in Town ¢ Clerk’s Office, Lincoln. 


CoNTRIBUTED BY THE EDITOR. 





(Continued from Vol. V., page 180.) 


M. 
MARRIAGES. 


Maccavy William, and Mehitable Gore; m. by William Arnold, 
justice, June 27, 1740. 
Macker Caroline T., and Anson W. Barnes, Nov. 23, 1840. 
Malavery John, and Susannah Arnold; m. by Thos. Sayles, 
justice, Dec. 26, 1736. 
” John, and Elizabeth Comstock; m. by Thomas 
Sayles, justice, Jan. 9, 1753. 
Manchester Maranda W., and William Tyler, Mar. 22, 1846. 
Mansfield Henry Stephen, of Henry, of Middletown, Conn., 
and Eliza Buffum, of Joshua, late of Smithfield, 
dec.; m. by Daniel Aldrich, justice, Nov. 10, 1811. 
“ Elizabeth B., and Parley Hammond, May 15, 1839. 
Henry S., of Smithfield, and Emily Farnum, of 
Mendon, Mass.; m. by Rev. Michael Burdett, 
Sept. 12, 1844. 
« John F., and Fannie E. Bachelor; m. by Rev. T. 
A. Taylor, June 1, 1847. 
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Manthrope Mrs. Mary, and Caleb Bates, Oct. 27, 1739. 
Man Mehitable, and Daniel Aldrich, July 6, 1733. 


Bethiah, and Moses Arnold, Nov. 25 or 28, 1736. 

Mary, and Thomas Arnold, Nov. 14, 1739. 

Abigail, and Jeremiah Ballard, June 3, 1742. 

Abigail, and Jeremiah Ball, June 3, 1742. 

Thomas, and Ruth Arnold; m. by William Arnold, jus- 
tice, June 4, 1743. 

Patience and Elisha Mowry, Oct. 2, 1743. 

John, Jr., and Susannah Smith; m. by Thomas Sayles, 
justice, Jan. 27, 1744. 

Mary, and Thomas Arnold, Jan. 20, 1745. 

Sarah, and Thomas Cruff, July 1 or 2, 1745. 

Patience, and Robert Aldrich, Sept. 7, 1746. 

Andrew, and Mary Danton; m. by Wm. Arnold, jus- 
tice, Dec. 7, 1746. 

Oliver, and Mercy Arnold; m. by David Comstock, jus- 
tice, Nov. 1 or 18, 1747. 

Dorcas, and Rufus Herendeen, Nov. 22, 1754. 

Richard, and Susannah Arnold; m. by John Aldrich, 
justice, Mar. 16, 1755. 

Susannah, and James Brown, Apr. 20, 1755. 

Sarah, and Gideon Pain, Oct. 26, 1755. 

Mary, and Jethro Aldrich, Jan. 14, 1762. 

Kezia, and Noah Smith, Aug. 25, 1763. 

Daniel, of Gloucester, son of Nathaniel, of Smithfield, 
and Phebe Sprague, of Gloucester, dau. of Anthony, of 
Lanesborough, Mass.; m. by Rev. Mitchell, May 3, 1772. 

Anne, and Izreal Aldrich, Mar. 25, 1773. 

Moses, of Thomas, and Alice Heddon, of Thomas; m. by 
Stephen Arnold, justice, May 4, 1778. 

John, of Thomas, dec., and Hannah Staples, of Nathaniel ; 
m. by Izreal Arnold, justice, Mar. 1, 1775. 

Sarah, and Silvanus Bartlett, Oct. 10, 1780. 

Abel, and Sarah Martin; m. by Rev. John Winsor, Dec. 
T, 1780. 
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Man Joab, of Gloucester, son of John and Mary Inman, of 
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Gloucester, dau. of Elisha; m. by Elisha Bartlett, 
justice, Apr. 15, 1781. 

Sarah, and Silvanus Bartlett, Oct. 10, 1783. 

Joseph, of Oliver, of Smithfield, and Jerusha Comstock, 
of Samuel, of Glocester ; m. by Peleg Arnold, justice, 
May 3, 1785. 

Abba, and Joseph Carroll, Nov. 2, 1786. 

Samuel, of John, and Amie Brayton, Jr., of Stephen ; 
m. by John Sayles, justice, Feb. 4, 1790. 

Gideon, of Nathaniel, dec., and Anne Cady, of Benajah ; 
m. by Rev. Edward Mitchell; rec. Jan? 30, 1792. 

Alfred, of Smithfield, and Lydia Metcalf, of North Provi- 
dence; m. at North Providence by Rev. Jonathan 
Maxey, Aug. 23, 1792. 

Alse, and Moses Mathewson, Mar. 8, 1801. 

Thomas, of John, and Lydia Lapham, of Augustus; m. 
by Elisha Olney, justice, May 2, 1802. 

Sophia, and George Aldrich, Oct. 6, 1803. 

Luey, and Marcus Arnold, Nov. 10, 1803. 

Anna, and Patrick Dunlap, July 3, 1814. 

Ariel, of Joab, and Martha Hunt, of Daniel; m. by Caleb 
Farnum, justice, June 25, 1815. 

Sarah, and Nathan Mowry, Dec. 23, 1819. 

Joanna, and Tyler Briggs, Jan. 10, 1822. 

Arnold, and Adeline A. Chace, of George; m. by Asa 
Winsor, justice, May 8, 1828. 

Catherine, and Olney Aldrich, Sept. 25, 1828. 

Job. 8., and Olive L. Hill, m. by Rev. Daniel Greene, 
Oct. 13, 1831.: 

Emily M., and George W. Angel, Nov. 12, 1840. 

Francis, of Smithfield, and Phebe S. Clemence, of Glou- 
cester; m. by Rev. T. A. Taylor, Dec. 25, 1843. 

Elijah T., of Milford, Mass, son of Richard, of Mendon, 
Mass., and Emily Pain, of Smithfield, dau. of Ransum, 
of Gloucester ; m. by Rev. T. A. Taylor, Jan. 1, 1845, 
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Man Eliza S., and William H. Wilbur, Apr. 23, 1849. 
“© Maria and Alba Wade, Aug. 4, 1850. 
Marble Cyrus, of Sutton, Mass., son of Joel, and Roxanna 
Darling, of Job, of Smithfield; m. by Caleb Far- 
num, justice, June 6, 1815. 
Markham Robert, of Providence, and Angelina Nichols, of 
Smithfield; m. by Rev. J. E. Risley, Apr. 11, 1841. 
Marsh Daniel, and Susannah Wilkinson, both of Providence; 
m. by Thomas Lapham, justice, Dec. 29, 1754. 
«© Hannah, and Frances H. Inman, Aug. 10, 1840. 
Martin Sarah, and Abel Man, Dee. 7, 1780. 
“ — Abbie M. and Nathan 8. Horton, Mar. 20, 1849. 
“ Sarah A., and A. O. Balcome, Apr. 20, 1850. 
Marvel Mary, and Zephanah Hawkins, Nov. 26, 1752. 
Mason Phila, and Hugh Rowley, Feb. 6, 1825. 

“ Edward, Jr., of Providence, and Mary Ann Lindsey ; 
m. by Rev. Chas. E. Taylor, May 21, 1848. 
Mathewson Peregrine, and Hannah Hide; m. by Thomas 

Sayles, justice, Apr. 26, 1733. 


“ Othniel, and Sary Winsor; m. by Thomas 
Sayles, justice, Feb. 3, 1733-4. 

+ Mary, and John Tefft, Oct. 29, 1762. 

“ Ruth, and Jeremiah Ballou, Dec. 8, 1763. 

“ Daniel, of Othniel, of Smithfield, and Martha 


Cooper, of Moses, of Gloucester; m. by Izreal 
Arnold, justice, Mar. 2, 1764. 


“ Mary, and Simeon Aldrich, June 21, 1772. 

“s Joseph, of Othniel, and Betty Brown, of Nicholas ; 
m. by Rev. Ezekiel Angel, Apr. 8, 1778. 

“ Sylvanus, of Smithfield, son of Winchester, and 


Bethiah Shippee, of Joseph, of Gloucester; m. 
by Jonathan Harris, justice, June 19, 1774. 

* Prudence, and Eliphalet Kelly, Apr. 18, 1790. 

ss Stephen Smith, of Scituate, son of Thomas, and 
Mercy Pain, of Smithfield, dau. of John; m. by 
Elisha Mathewson, justice, Dec. 17, 1798. 
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Mathewson Elizabeth, and Stephen Sheldon, Oct. 13, 1799. 


“ Celian, and Silas Wheelock, June 25, 1800. 

“ Moses, of Daniel, and Alse Man, of Daniel; m. 
by Benjamin Sheldon, justice, Mar. 8, 1801. 

* Lydia, and John Farnum, Aug. 16, 1812. 

s Rebecca, and Lewis Follett, June 10, 1824. 

a“ Welthian, and Caleb Sherman, Apr. 2, 1826. 

" Sarah, and Nelson Whittemore, Mar. 17, 1839. 

“ Deaby Ann, and William R. Mowry, Jan. 1, 
1840. 

“ Isaac, of Greene, and Joan Gage, of Benjamin ; 
m. by Rev. Reuben Allen, May 30, 1840. 

“ Ruth M., and Dexter Olney, Nov. 14, 1841. 

" George, of Mendon, Mass., and Mary Wheaton, 
of Smithfield; m. by Rev. Ansel D. Cole, Feb. 
15, 1844. 


Mavis Phebe D., and Nelson Paine, Jan. 25, 1844. 
Maynard Elmer N., and Abby G. Boyd; m. by Rev. T. A. 
Taylor, Sept. 23, 1839. 
McDonald Barick, and Alice Sprague; m. by Samuel Winsor, 
justice, Dec. 18, 1757. 
McDougall Janette S., and Jenkins Pearson, Aug. 14, 1843. 
“ Agnes, and Patrick H. Scouler, Apr. 4, 1844. 
McIntire Rufus, and Mary Blackmor; m. by Thomas Sayles, 
justice, Mar. 18, 1741. 

a Ruth, and Jonathan Mowry, Feb. 10, 1799. 

* Mary, and William Jenckes, July 8, 1804. 

+ Dianna, and Lewis Aldrich, Jan. 21, 1821. 

$s Freelove E., and Zadoc Batterson, June 28, 1829. 
McNamarrow Martha, and Joseph Briggs, June 20, 1805. 

“ Mrs. Mary, and Miller Briggs, Aug. 27, 1809. 
McPearson Ewing, and Mary Boyes, both of Providence; m. 
by Rev. Charles Hyde, Jan. 15, 1846. 

Medbury Ann, and James Olney, June 2, 1754. 

“ Edward, of Benjamin, and Annie Smith, of William 

m. by Daviel Mowry, Jr., justice, Apr. 5, 1770. 
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Medbury George B., and Caroline F. Angel; m. by Rev. T. A. 
Taylor, Dec. 22, 1845. 

Meggett Alexander, and Marcy C. Tabor; m. by Rev. T. A. 
Taylor, Aug. 10, 1847. 

Meriam Mary, and George Aldrich, Aug. 7, 1735. 

Merry Freelove, and Stephen Millard, Sept. 28, 1800. 

“ Stewart, of Joseph, and Abigail A. Aldrich, of Col. Dex- 
ter; m. by Rev. Reuben Allen, Aug. 9, 1840. 

Metcalf Mary, and Izreal Thayer, Mar. 8, 1750. 

«Lydia, and Alfred Man, Aug. 28, 1792. 

“© Michael, of Franklin, Mass., and Mrs. Hannah Sun- 
derland, of Smithfield; m. by Rev. C. H. Ford, 
Nov. 11, 1850. 

Millard Jonathan, and Mary Sly, of Stephen; m. by Danie, 
Smith, justice, Jan. 38, 1774. 

“ Stephen, of Smithfield, son of Jonathan, and Free- 
love Merry, of Providence, dau. of Samuel; m. by 
Samuel Man, justice, Sept. 28, 1800. 

Miller Jonathan, and Hannah Aldrich; m. by Daniel Smith, 
justice, Dee. 9, 1762. 

“ ~=Kunice, and Olney Arnold, Dec. 20, 1801. 

“ Amie Ann, and John M. Fanning, May 19, 1842. 

“Miranda, and Stephen Phillips, June 4, 1846. 

“Susan N., and Charles M. Foss, June 25, 1848. 

Mitchell Jerusha, and Samuel Sprague, Mar. 24, 1745. 

* Josepha, and Samuel Sprague, Mar. 24, 1745. 

Martha, and Caleb Smith, Oct. 25, 1750. 

- Rhoda, and John Place, Mar. 28, 1790. 

6 Daniel, of Boston, Mass, son of Daniel and Hannah, 

of Boxford, Mass.; Maria F. Keech, of Olney, and 
Joanna, of Smithfield; m. by Rev. Warren Lin- 
coln, Apr. 29, 1850. 

Moffatt Rebecca, and Willard Pritchard, May 2, 18438. 

« James G., of Mendon, Mass, son of Augustus, and 
Emeline Salisbury, of Mendon, Mass., dau. of Bon- 
ner, of Smithfield; m. by Rev. Junia S. Mowry, 
Apr. 12, 1845. 
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Mooney, Sarah A., and James N. Allen, Sept. 30, 1839. 
Morton Elizabeth, and Jeremiah Mowry, July 15, 1781. 

“ Thomas, of James, of Smithfield, and Elizabeth Wal- 
ling, of Isaac, of Gloucester; m. by Elisha Bartlett, 
justice, Apr. 20, 1783. 

«“ Patience, and Daniel Remington, Dec. 27, 1807. 

“Betsey M., and Edwin Coombes, May —, 1844. 

Mowry Daniel, and Mary Steere; m. by William Harris, jus- 
tice, Apr. 4, 1722. 

“ Mary, and Jonathan Sprague, Mar. 6, 1727. 

«© Hannah, and Henry Mowry, Jan. 4, 1733-4. 

“ Henry, and Hannah Mowry; m. at Gloucester, by 

John Smith, justice, Jan. 4, 1733-4. 

“ Amie, and Benjamin Pain, Nov. 2, 1734. 

“ Anne, and Benjamin Pain, Nov. 2, 1734. 

«Sarah, and Ishmeal Wilkinson, Feb. 27, 1734-5. 

“ Alice, and Jeremiah Mowry, Feb. 27, 1734-5. 

Jeremiah, and Alice Mowry; m. by John Sayles, jus- 

tice, Feb. 27, 1734-5. 

“ Ruth, and Thomas Shippee, Mar. 29, 1735. 
“ Alice, and Jeremiah Mowry, Dec. 4, 1735. 
“ Jeremiah, and Alice Mowry; m. by Daniel Jenckes, 
justice, Dec. 4, 1735. 
Jonathan, and Elizabeth Sayles; m. by Thomas Sayles, 
justice, Mar. 13, 1736. 
“Abigail, and Noah Smith, May 30. 1736. 
“Jonathan and Eliza Sayles; m. by Thomas Sayles, 
justice, Mar. 13, 1736-7. 
“ Ephraim, and Abigail Daniels, Aug. 3, 1737. 
“ — Mirabah, and Job Phillips, Nov. 7, 1738. 
“ ~~ Joseph, of Capt. Daniel, and Anne Whipple; m. by 
William Jenckes, justice, Feb. 12, 1748. 
“ Jacob, and Zerviah Shippee; m. by William Arnold, 
justice, Jan. 8, 1743-4. 
“ Elisha, and Patience Man; m. by William Arnold, 
justice, Oct. 2, 1748. 


“ 











Mowry Martha, and Preserved Harris, Apr. 26, 1744. 
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Phebe, and Elisha Arnold, Apr. 26, 1744. 
Thomas, and Amie Whipple; m. by William Jenckes, 
justice, Aug. 12, 1744. 
Jacob, and Zerviah Whipple; m. by William Arnold, 
justice, Jan. 20, 1745. 
Ananias, and Zerviah Angel; m. by William Arnold, 
justice, Mar. 2 or 7, 1745. 
Sarah, and Samuel Shippee, Feb. 1, 1746-7. 
Silence, and Joseph Cook, June 8, 1746. 
Daniel, Jr.,and Anne Phillips; m. by Thomas Steere, 
justice, Aug. 27, 1749. 
Ezekiel, and Ruth Aldrich; m. by Thomas Arnold, 
justice, May 12, 1751. 
Abigail, and Samuel Saunders, Aug. 9, 1752. 
Phillip, and Mary Pain; m. by John Lapham, justice, 
Jan. 18, 1756. 
Abigail, and Noah Smith, May 380, 1756. 
Daniel, Jr.,and Amie Arnold; m. by Thomas Arnold, 
justice, Aug. 19, 1756. 
Gideon, and Dorcas Smith; m. by Stephen Sly, jus- 
tice, Oct. 22, 1756. 
Elisha, Jr.,and Phebe Gulley ; m. by Thomas Lapham, 
justice, Jan. 28, 1757. 
Nathaniel, and Urania Pain; m. by Daniel Mowry, 
Jr., justice, Jan. 9, 1760. 
Job, and Zelpha Sayles; m. by Daniel Mowry, Jr., 
justice, Mar. 20, 1760. 
Stephen, and Amie Cook ; m. by Stephen Sly, justice, 
May 20, 1762. 
Wanton, and Dinah Harris; m. by Stephen Sly, jus- 
tice, June 25, 1762. 
Phillip, Jr.,and Elizabeth Newell; m. by John Sayles, 
justice, Oct. 28, 1762. 
John, of Joseph, and Waite Mowry, of Elisha; m. by 
Stephen Sly, justice, Apr. 26, 1764. 
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Mowry Waite, and John Mowry, Apr. 26, 1764. 
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Ananias, Jr.,and Abigail Pain; m. by Thomas Steere, 
justice, Sept. 20, 1764. 

Capt. Jonathan, and Tabitha Tiler; m. by Stephen 
Sly, justice, Sept. 27, 1764. 

Mary, and Martin Smith, Nov. 4, 1764. 

John, and Sarah Sayles; m. by Stephen Arnold, jus- 
tice, Mar. 19, 1765. 

Elizabeth, and Dr. Simeon Brown, Mar. 12, 1767. 

David, and Phebe Pain; m. by Daniel Mowry, Jr., 
justice, Nov. 8, 1767. 

Izreal, and Susannah Aldrich ; m. by Daniel Mowry, 
Jr., justice, Apr. 28, 1768. 

James, of Smithfield, and Abigail Bartlett, of. Cum- 
berland; m. by Daniel Mowry, Jr., justice, Aug. 
14, 1768. 

Richard, formerly of Smithfield, and late of Scituate, 
and Phebe Smith, of Gloucester; m. by Zebedee 
Hopkins, justice, May 6, 1770. 

Job, of Joseph, dec., and Hannah Smith, of Nathaniel, 
dec.; m. by Daniel Smith, justice, Jan. 1, 1772. 

Dinah, and Jonathan Newell, Apr. 12, 1772. 

Zerviah, and Enoch Steere, June 7, 1772. 

Anna and Ezekiel Smith, June 24, 1772. 

Ruth, and Jeremiah Hawkins, Aug. 13,1772. 

Daniel, of Daniel, Jr., Esq., and Alice Aldrich, of 
Samuel; m. by William Winsor, justice, Mar. 7, 
17738. 

Eleazer, of Joseph, and Eunice Aldrich, of Reuben ; 
m. by Stephen Arnold, justice, Nov. 7, 1773. 

Sarah, and Elisha Steere, Nov. 25, 1773. 

Uriah, of Henry, and Hannah Arnold, dau. of Job 
Whipple; m. by Caleb Aldrich, justice, Nov. 28, 
1773. 

Amie, and Peter Aldrich, May 15, 1774. 

Sarah, and Benjamin Slocum, June 5, 1774. 
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Mowry Abel, of Phillip, and Sarah Wilkinson, of Stephen ; 


m. by Rev. Ezekiel Angel, Mar. 21, 1779. 

Mary, and John Wilkinson, Apr. 23, 1780. 

Sylvanus, of Phillip, and Wait Thornton, of Richard ; 
m. by Stephen Brayton, justice, July —, 1780. 

Mercy, and Zebedee Mowry, Oct. 29, 1780. 

Zebedee, of Ezekiel, and Mercy Mowry, of Gideon; 
m. by Uriah Alverson, justice, Oct. 29, 1780. 

Augustus, resident of Cumberland, and Chloe Fish, of 
Cumberland; m. by Uriah Alverson, justice, Nov. 
30, 1780. 

Martha, and Jacob Jenckes, Apr. 22, 1781. 

Jeremiah, and Elizabeth Morton ; m. by Uriah Alver- 
son, justice, July 15, 1781. 

Susannah, and William Mowry, Mar. 30, 1783. 

William Mowry, and Susannah Mowry; m. by Rev. 
John Winsor, Mar. 30, 1783. 

Uriah, of Elisha, of Smithfield, and Hannah Bartlett, 
of Jeremiah, of Cumberland; m. by Jonathan Car- 
penter, justice, Sept. 7, 1783. 

Charlotte, and Charles Sayles, Jan. 27, 1785. 

Dianna, and Abraham Ballou, Mar. 6, 1785. 

Amie, and John Sayles, Nov. 5, 1786. 

Solomon, of Phillip, and Jerusha Tucker, of Izreal ; 
m. by Rev. Edward Mitchell, Jan. 4, 1787. 

David, of Smithfield, and Martha Plumer, of Glou- 
cester; m. by Rev. Edward Mitchell, Apr. 11, 
1789. 

Huldah, and Dutee Smith, June 18, 1789. 

Jonathan, Jr., son of Phillip, Jr., and Patience 
Twitchell, of Benjamin, of Bellingham; m. by 
Stephen Arnold, justice, June 28, 1789. 

Mary, and Simon Thornton, July 2, 1789. 

Urania, and Samuel Smith, Jan. 20, 1791. 

Ahaz, of Gideon, and Levina Buffum, of David; m. 
by Stephen Arnold, justice, June 26, 1791. 
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Mowry Meyum Mowry, and Jesse Taft, July 10, 1791. 

“ Seth, of Phillip and Hannah Staples, of Ebenezer; m. 

by Stephen Brayton, justice, Feb. 23, 1792. 

‘© Anne, and David Tucker, May 7, 1792. 

“ Nathaniel, of Daniel, Jr., and Martha Tucker, of 
Izreal, dec.; m. by Abram Mathewson, justice, Nov. 
4, 1792. 

Joseph, of John, and Hannah Sayles, of Jonathan ; m. 

by Dutee Smith, justice, Dec. 5, 1792. 

i Zerviah, and Jonathan Sayles, Aug. 15, 1793. 

«© Sylvester, of Elisha, of Smithfield, dec., and Patience 
Cook, of William, of Tiverton, R. I.;-m. by Edward 
Medbury, justice, Oct. 17, 1793. 

“ Elizabeth, and Cyrus Pain, May 1, 1794. 

“© Martha, and Caleb Remington, Nov. 1, 1795. 

‘© Caleb, of Jonathan, and Nancy Mowry, of David; m. 
by John Sayles, justice, Mar. 10, 1796. 

“Nancy, and Caleb Mowry, Mar. 10, 1796. 

“ Ephraim, of Job, and Achjah Harris, of Isaac; m. 
by Duty Winsor, justice, Jan. 8, 1797. 

“Ahab, of Col. Elisha, and Hannah Whipple, of Benja- 
min; m. by Benoni Pain, justice, Feb. 23, 1797. 

«© Ananias, Jr., and Nancy Barnes, of Levi; m. by Ed- 
ward Medbury, justice, May 10, 1798. 

«John, of Phillip, and Levina Smith, of Jeremiah ; m. 
by Joel Aldrich, justice, Oct. 17, 1798. 

“ — Benedict, of Stephen, and Phebe Mowry, of David; m. 
by Joel Aldrich, justice, Jan. 17, 1799. 

“ Phebe, and Benedict Mowry, Jan. 17, 1799. 

“ — Seth, of Phillip, and Lydia Wilkinson, of Stephen ; m. 
by Benjamin Sheldon, justice, Jan. 17, 1799. 

“ Jonathan, of Smithfield, son of Phillip, and Ruth 
McIntire, of Glocester, of Simeon; m. by Benjamin 
Sheldon, justice, Feb. 10, 1799. 

“ Sylvester, Jr., and Doreas Easton; m. by Thomas 
Man, justice, Apr. 2, 1801. 
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Mowry Unico, a and John Shiai May 24, 1801. 


Anna, and Job Mowry, 3d, Sept. 20, 1801. 

Job, 3d, of Job, and Anna Mowry, of Job; m. by 
Benjamin Sheldon, justice, Sept. 20, 1801. 

Urania, and Amasa A. Aldrich, Dec. 1, 18038. 

Jeremiah, 3d, of John, and Content Appleby, of John ; 
m. by Thomas Man, justice, Feb. 16, 1804. 

Reuben, of Daniel, 38d, and Phebe Smith, of Junia, 
dec.; m. by Thomas Man, justice, Dec. 30, 1804. 

Arnold, of Richard, and Mercy Barnes, of Levi; m. 
by Thomas Man, justice, Jan. 3, 1805. 

Thankful, and John W. C. Baxter, Mar. 24, 1805. 

Nathaniel, 3d, of Col. Elisha, dec., and Lydia Dexter, 
of Jonathan; m. by Thomas Man, justice, Apr. 20, 
1806. 

Lydia, and David Lapham, Oct. 8, 1807. 

Daniel, Jr., of Daniel, dec., and Susanna Steere, of 
Elisha, dec.; m. by Samuel Man, justice, Apr. 21, 
1808. 

Deborah, and Ephraim Coe, Oct. 27, 1808. 

Arba, and Arnold Spear, Oct. 30, 1808. 

Gideon, of Daniel, Jr., and Mrs. Amie Angel, of 
Jonathan; m. by Samuel Man, justice, Nov. 24, 
1808. 

Olive, and Farnum Harris, Mar. 12, 1809. 

Stephen, of Zebedee, and Elizabeth Pain, of Jonathan ; 
m. by Samuel Man, justice, Mar 19, 1809. 

Mrs. Hannah, and Thomas Gulley, Dec. 14, 1809. 

Alice, and Baulston Brayton, Feb. 24, 1811. 

Thomas, of Daniel, Jr. and Martha Harris, of Jona- 
than; m. by Daniel Winsor, justice, June 9, 1811. 

Wanton, of William, and Alpha Pain, of John; m. 
by David Aldrich, justice, Jan. 1, 1812. 

Izreal, of John, of Smithfield, and Rebecca Brown, of 
Izreal, of Burrillville ; m. by James Olney, justice, 
Feb. 9, 1812. 
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Mowry Angel, and Mercy Mowry; m. by Robert Harris, 
justice, Aug. 30, 1812. 

‘Mercy, and Angel Mowry, Aug. 18, 1812. 

“ Lucey, and Joel Aldrich, Jr., Dec. 18, 1812. 

“ Sarah, and John Colwell, June 6, 1813. 

“  Eleazer, of Eleazer, dec., and Mercy Ballou, of Benja- 
min; m. by Judge Samuel Hill, Nov. 11, 1813. 

“ Levi, of Jonathan, and Alpha Aldrich, of Naaman ; m. 
by Elisha Arnold, justice, June 12, 1814. 

“Daniel, of Jonathan, of Smithfield, and Betsey Jeffers, 
of Thomas, of Cumberland; m. by Samuel Hill, 
justice, Nov. 6, 1814. 

“ Silas, of Smithfield, son of Ahaz, and a Phillips, 
of Scituate, dau. of David, dec.; m. by Benjamin 
Wilbur, justice, Jan. 5, 1815. 

“ Tyler, of Jeremiah, Jr., and Urania Sayles, of Jona- 
than; m. by Samue! Hill, justice, Mar. 16, 1815. 

*« Amie, and Nicholas P. White, June 25, 1815. 

“© Seth, of Smithfield, and Nancy Waterman, of Johnson; 
m. at Johnston, by Rev. Elisha Sprague. May 15, 
1816. 

“Sally, and John Evans, Oct. 17, 1816. 

(To be continued. ) 


Newport, Apri 9th, 1745. 
Sir :—Enclosed I have sent you a few lines to inform you that 
Col. Northup has called ye Companies in your town together in 
my name as though he had a warrant so to do from me which he 
has not now since the 23d day of Febuary last : and that was only 
to Call ye Companies to wait on Col. Malbone. Therefore I desire 
you will be so good as to under deceive ye people where you hap- 
pen to be at training, as elsewhere by Reading the Enclosed paper 
unto them that you find is unduly about being called togther at 
this time but by no means give any copy to anyone whatever. I 
perceive nevertheless that ye people he should not have called ye 
Companies at this time, had it not been for me which is actually 
false. 
I am sir your Humble Servant, 
Wn. GREENE. 
—From the Sheriff Brown Papers. 
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A NEW THEORY REGARDING THE ORIGIN 
OF THE PALATINE LIGHT. 





A Paper by Welcome A. Greene, Esq , of Providence, read before the Rhode 
Island Veteran Citizens Historical Association, Feb. 1, 1886. 





Note.—We publish herewith the following sketch: If it is not the best explanation of 
the phenomena therein described we should be pleased to see a better, and cheerfully offer 
our columns for the publication of the same.—THE EDITOR. 





‘* For still on many a moonless night, 
From Kingston Hill and from Montauk height, 
The spectre kindles and burns in sight. 
Now low and dim, then fierce and higher 
Leaps up the terrible ghost of fire, 
Then slowly sinking the flames expire.” 
WuittiEr, The Palatine. 


In common with most native born Rhode Islanders, I had 
often heard the story of the “ Palatine Ghost-light” or the 
Phantom Ship of Block Island; had read of it in prose and 
poetry ; had heard and read many learned but unsatisfactory 
discussions as to its probable causes, but never thought that I 
should come into the close practical relations with it that a 
further perusal of this narrative will show. 

All the world—at least all the Rhode Island world—knows 
the story of the wreck of the Palatine and the murder of its 
ill-fated passengers and burning of the ship, and that, since 
then, the “ Phantom Ship” is seen to burn and sink in the 
sea, year after year, apparently in memorial of that terrible 
tragedy. 

I had never seen the phantom light, but I had seen so many 
responsible, reliable parties who declared that they had seen 
it, and had so often heard their evidently truthful accounts of 
it, that there rested no more doubt in my mind as to its 
actual existence than there does as to that of the city of 
Mexico, or Pekin, or any other place that I have never seen. 
As to its ghostly character, I may have had my doubts, but I 
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always tried as a patriotic Rhode Islander to believe that we 
had one genuine phantom amongst us. 

On the 18th Sept., 188-, fortune placed me on board the 
steamer “ Leona,” engaged in the menhaden fishery, and at 
that time cruising to the north-west of Block Island. 

The day had been warm. As night set in the air seemed 
clear but excessively humid. At times we seemed to pass 
through little gatherings of fog, hanging in the atmosphere, 
scarcely perceptible as fog, only noticeable as a sensible 
dampening of the air when we passed through them, and of 
varying sizes and shapes—if so vague and formless a thing 
could be said to have any shape. There was no moon, and 
the stars twinkled faintly through the heavy atmosphere. I 
wondered why the captain staid out at sea after the darkness 
set in, for it seemed to me impossible to find a “ school ” of 
menhaden in the dark, but as that was his business and not 
mine, I kept silence on that point and waited to see what his 
object might be. 

We had been drifting, apparently aimlessly, from after 
sunset till about eight o’clock, when, among a group of three 
or four of us in conversation on the quarter-deck, the subject 
of the “ Palatine light’ was suggested by myself. 

All the parties, with whom I had ever conversed on the 
subject before, who had seen it, were those who beheld 
from the shore, and, either considering it an ill omen to have 
seen it, or else, feeling that they would not be believed if they 
talked of it to a stranger, were rather loath to converse on 
the subject, but here I found that every member of the party, 
except myself, claimed to have often seen and to be familiar 
with it. 

They spoke of its light, flickering in the air, at first, just 
showing itself, then darting up, as flames shoot up an unfurled 
sail, climbing from yard to yard, till the “ royals” were 
reached and the whole rigging brought into luminous con- 
trast against the sky, then, after a few moments, fading down 
till only a smouldering fire from the hull glowed in the air, 
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to be perhaps followed in a few moments by the sight of the 
whole rigging on fire again, and again to fade away as be- 
fore, as a thing they had often seen; and instead of speaking 
of it as a dreadful sight appeared to consider it as a desirable 
thing to see. In fact, the mate, who was one of the group, 
remarked that it was a good night to see the light, and he 
hoped we would see it before long. 

There seemed to be a peculiar significance in the tone of 
some of the party, as if they could tell more than they did of 
the “ phantom,” and I was on the point of pressing further in- 
quiries when the mate quietly remarked, pointing over the 
water to the westward as he spoked, “There is the light 
now.” 

He spoke so quietly, and as a matter of course, that I, at 
first, thought that he had reference to some lighthouse, and, 
knowing (or thinking) that there was none in sight in the 
direction in which he was pointing, I followed the direction 
of his arm with my eye and saw the light of a blazing ship. 

I have used the above expression as it seems to me to come 
nearer to a proper description of the sight, than any I can 
think of, and yet it does not exactly describe it. I did not 
see the strong, fierce glare of light that would- come from an 
actual ship on fire. I saw instead a light that, at the first sight, 
impressed me with the idea that it never came from a material 
fire. It was thin, lambent, unsubstantial, more suggestive of 
a patch of the aurora borealis brought down to the sea surface 
than of anything else, but it was there, distinct and clear, and 
evidently had locality if it lacked other qualities of imnateri- 
alism. 

At my first glance, I seemed to sce a square-rigged ship 
with its hull on fire, and its lower sails just rendered visible 
by the reflected light. As I gazed, the spanker and fore- 
staysail seemed to catch fire, and the blaze shot up their en- 
tire lengths; then the heavy main and foresails caught, and 
the mad flames rushed up over them, stopped an instant at 
the yards, then leapt to and run over the topsails, and, after 
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pausing at their yards, rushed to the top-gallants and royals. 
Then the jibs, one after another, caught this strange un- 
earthly flame, and there stood plainly in view the pyramidal 
figure of a burning ship. 

Then the flames seemed to lift, as if the hull and lower sails 
of the ship were not on fire, but I could see the topsails, and 
all above them burning fiercely. Again, the flames sunk to 
the hull, the royals and top-gallant sails and topsails, one 
after another, seemed to fade away, the spars of lambent 
flame fell, carrying everything with them, till only a smoul- 
dering light as from a burning hull was visible. 

Again, after a few moments, the phantom huil assumed a 
full suit of fiery rigging and sails, first came jibs, then fore- 
mast sails, then main, then mizzen, as if the ship had sailed 
into a new suit of rigging, and then, as gradually, they lapsed 
from view in the same order. 

Then all light disappeared, save the faintest possible one 
on the surface of the sea—a ylimmer so faint that, on ordi- 
nary occasions, I should not have noticed it—then the upper 
sails appeared blazing, then the lower. 

I was so much occupied in observing this strange sight 
that, for many minutes, I did not notice what was going on 
around me. 

I was first recalled from this species of abstraction by 
hearing the voice of the captain, who stood near my elbow, 
asking, in a most matter of fact way, “ How does she bear.” 

“ West by-south-half-west,” replied the voice of the mate 
from the binnacle, whither he had gone to consult the compass. 

“ How far off, do you think ?” again spoke the captain. 

“ About two miles and a quarter,” answered the mate. 

Hearing this conversation, caused me to note two things ; 
first, I had supposed the Phantom light to be rather ¢en than 
two miles distant, and I was surprised at its nearness ; second, 
that the light was not stationary, but moving. 

The captain and mate had evidently been taking previous 
observations, for when, a few minutes later, the former again 
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asked the latter how she “bore,” and the reply came “ West- 

quarter-south,” the captain replied, “ All right, head west-by- 

north. full speed, see that the boats and seines are ready.” 
Immediately the vessel started on a “ West-by-north ” 


course. The crew were occupied in getting ready to put out - 


the seines with the seine boats, and the captain stood watching 
the light. As the latter again blazed up to the proportions of 
a full rigged ship, he remarked in a quiet but intensely satis- 
fied tone, “ That’s a big one.” 

What did it all mean? It was evident that we were taking 
a course to intercept that apparently pursued by the Phantom 
light. But why under heaven a menhaden fisherman should 
take to ghost hunting, and why the ghost being a phantom 
fire in the air, the fisherman should talk of and make pre- 
parations for using boats and seines, and why the captain 
should remark with such evident satisfaction, “ That’s a big 
one,” were matters all utterly incomprehensible to me. How- 
ever, following what I conceive to be a good rule in such 
cases, I kept silent and watched the movements around me. 

After the vessel had been running at full speed about fifteen 
minutes we seemed to have approached and “ headed”’ the 
light. 

I would not have it understood that the light kept its rela- 
tive proportions all this time. 

On the contrary, as we approached, it seemed to grow 
thinner, fainter and more dispersed, and when finally we had 
headed it and turned our bow towards its centre there was 
nothing of the appearance of a burning ship but, instead, here 
and there, in the air ahead and on either “ bow,” and over an 
area of many acres, thin lambent flashes of transparent light 
might be seen shooting upwards. 

When we reached a spot satisfactory to the captain the 
steamer was stopped, the seine boats, with the seines, started 
to right and left, and that night the Leona “ took in” the 
largest “haul” of menhaden that was made during the 
season. 
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Of course, during the time the “haul” was being taken 
and brought in, every one was too busy about that to talk of 
other matters, but when everything was “stowed ” I (break- 
ing over my usual rule) asked the captain for an explanation. 

His answer was as follows: “I can’t explain it. I 
don’t pretend to understand the reason of it. If I must give 
an opinion it is this: The menhaden is a very oily and pro- 
bably a very phosphorescent fish, when in large schools, and 
in certain states of the air and water they give out a great 
deal of phosphorescent light which, in a clear air, would not 
be noticed at a little distance; but on nights when the light 
is seen, though the weather would not be called foggy, the air 
has always more or less patches of fog floating in it, just 
enough to catch and reflect the light from the menhaden 
school below. To-night you have seen an unusual show of it, 
whether owing to the state of the air, the water, the fish, or 
the unusual number in the school, I don’t know. But this I 
do know, we menhaden men, at this time of the year, choose 
such nights as this to go out, and if we can sight the light, 
try to head it as you have seen us do to-night, and if success- 
ful we seldom fail to make a large haul of fish.” 

What a world of disappointment this is! Here I have 
been, since early childhood, trying to believe in ghosts and 
they have all either “ materialized” into some form of solid 
matter or turn out to be creations of the imagination. One 
after another of them has faded away and lost its ghostly cre- 
dentials, till the only reliable one left was the “ Palatine light.” 
That seemed to be “a ghost that is a ghost” one “sans peur 
et sans reproche,” one worthy to be celebrated in prose and 
verse. And now! To think that it should turn into a “ color 
guard ” of a school of menhaden. Can it be? Will not some 
one arise to prove this theory of the captain a heresy against 
“ shost-lore.” 

All I can say is that after we took in that school of men- 
haden we saw no more of the Palatine light on that night. 
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A LIST OF THE BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND 
DEATHS OF THE TOWN OF RICHMOND, 
R. I., 1747 TO 1850. 





CONTRIBUTED BY THE EDITOR. 





(Continued from page 189 ) 
E. 
MARRIAGES. 

Eldred Mrs. Elizabeth, and Stephen Burdick, Oct. 17, 1839. 

Enos Hannah, and Samuel Wilbur, Mar. 16, 1755. 

“Amie, and John Larkin, Jun., Mar. 30, 1755. 

“Joseph Jun., and Dinah Barber, both of Richmond; m. 
by Edward Perry, J. P., Jan. 21, 1759. 

“ Catherine, and Joseph Kenyon, June 14, 1759. 

‘Benjamin, and Jerusha Phillips, both of Richmond ;. m. 
by Edward Perry, J. P., Jan. 14, 1768. 

“ Elizabeth, and William Bentley, Apr. 1, 1778. 

“© Mary, and Jessie Larkin, Feb. 18, 1790. 

Park, of Benjamin, of Richmond (dec.), and Margaret 
Carpenter, of Daniel, of Richmond; m. by Elder 
Henry Joslin, Mar. 29, 1790. 

Benjamin, of Benjamin, of Richmond (dec.), and 
Penelope Kenyon, dau. of James (dec.), of Charles- 
town ; m. by Elder Henry Joslin, Jan. 18, 1791. 

Essex Lucy, and Rowland Hiscox, Oct. 4, 1840. 


BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


Enos Mary, of Joseph, Jun., and Kezia, Sept. 1, 1739. 
“ Catherine, “ . ” Sept. 12, 1741. 
F. 
MARRIAGES. 


Fenner Nathan, of Richmond, and Harriet B. Olney, of Fall 
River; m. by Elder Christopher C. Lewis, Sept. 21, 
1846. : 
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Fenner Gilbert, of Hopkinton, and Martha S. Tuck, of Rich- 
mond; m. by Elder Steadman Kenyon, Oct. 30, 
1847. 
“ Hildah A., and Rufus J. Johnson, Apr. 10, 1849. 
Ford James, of Foster, R. I., and Anstis T. Hoxsie, of Rich- 
mond; m. by Elder Daniel Webb, May 15, 
1838. 
Foredice John, of Richmond, and Elizabeth Stanton, of David, 
of Exeter; m. by William Petty, J. P., Dec. 6, 
1764. 
“ Sarah, and John Stanton, Dec. 24, 1764. 
Foster Abigail, and Joseph Lawton, Mar. 17, 1749. 

“ Caleb, and Abigail Watson, both of Richmond; m. by 
Stephen Richmond, J. P., Feb. 9, 1752. 

“© Elizabeth, and wvabez Tucker, Jan. 16, 1754. 

“ Gideon, of Hopkinton, and Judeth Mumford, of Rich- 
mond; m. by Samuel Tefft, J. P., Oct. 12, 1758. 

“ Eleanor, and William Sheldon, Jun., Jan. 21, 1765. 

“Lawton, of Jonathan, late of Stonington (dec.), and 
Susannah Tefft, of Samuel, of Richmond; m. by 
Edward Burdick, J. P., Nov. 4, 1792. 

« Sanford W., of Rome, Me., and Sarah G. Babcock, 
formerly of Westerly, but now of Richmond, at East 
Greenwich; m. by Elder Thomas Tillinghast, Apr. 
T, 1839. 

“Albert G., of Richmond, and Levina Foster, of Hop- 
kinton; m. by Elder Steadman Kenyon, Feb. 5, 
1849. 

«© Levina, and Albert G. Foster, Feb. 5, 1849. 

Frager John, of Richmond, and Sarah Gurgon, of Richmond ; 
m. by John Webster, J. P., Dec. 6, 1762. 


BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


Foster Elizabeth, of Caleb and Elizabeth, June 7, 1747. 
“© John Avery, of Sanford W. and Sarah, Apr. 25, 1841. 
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G. 
MARRIAGES. 
Gardiner Amie, and Samuel Tefft, Jun., Dec. 9, 1770. 
“ Mary, and Robert Pettis, Feb. 7, 1771. 
“ Amie, and Isreal Lewis, Feb. 24, 1780. 
“ David, of Exeter, son of Nicholas (dec.), and 
Martha Boss, widow of Jonathan, of Richmond ; 
m. by Elder Gershom Palmer, Nov. 26, 1812. 
Greene Catherine, and Phillip Kenyon, Mar. 13, 1780. 
“ John, of Charlestown, son of Allen, and Elizabeth 
Hoxsie; m. by Thomas Tefft, J. P., Oct. 28, 1802. 
“© Almira, and Benjamin B. Greene, Mar. 2, 1851. 
“Benjamin B., of Charlestown, and Almira Greene, of 
Richmond; m. by Elder David Culver, Mar. 2, 
1851. 
Griffeth James, and Desire Potter, both of Richmond ; m. by 
Edward Perry, J. P., Dec. 29, 1766. 
“ Phillip, of John, and Margaret Webster, of James, 
both of Richmond; m. by Edward Perry, J. P., 
May 21, 1769. 
« Joshua, and Penelope Minturn, of Jonah, both of 
Richmond ; m. by Edward Perry, J. P., Dec. 19, 
17738. 
“James, and Elizabeth Austin; m. by Joseph Wood- 
mansee, J. P., Mar. 25, 1799. 
“ Phillip, of John, and Mary Minturn, of Jonas; m. by 
Elder Charles Boss, Feb. 28, 1783. 
Griffin Joseph, of Richmond, and Mary Card, of Peleg, at 
North Kingstown; m. by Elder Nathan Hill, Aug. 
24, 1798. 
Gurgon Sarah, and John Frazer, Dec. 6, 1762. 


BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


Griffeth John, of James and Desire, Nov. 12, 1767. 
“¢ Ladd, of Phillip, (of Charlestown) now of Rich- 
mond, Dec. 31, 1769. 
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Griffeth Desire, of Phillip, Feb. 22, 1771. 
Griffin Stephen C., of Joseph and Mary, May 27, 1797. 
“Susan, “ “ June 4, 1801. 
“ Peleg, “ “ Dec. 8, 1802. 
“ Emeline, " * Apr. 11, 1806. 
“ George W., a . Sept. 28, 1808. 
“Sarah, " ° May 9, 1812 
“ Phillip, died, May 9, 1832. 
H. 
MARRIAGES. 


Hall John, of Westerly, and Hannah Rogers, of Richmond ; 
m. by Samuel Tefft, J. P., Dec. 28, 1749. 

“ Eunice, and Amos Patterson, Dec. 28, 1756. 

‘© Susannah, and John Tanner, Aug. 14, 1759. 

“© Sylvester, and Ruth Larkin, both of Richmond; m. by 
Edward Perry, J. P., May 1, 1760. 

“© Mrs. Anna, and Valentine Hall, Nov. 22, 1764. 

“ Valentine, of Richmond, and. Mrs. Anna Hall, of Ston- 
ington, Conn., at Stonington; m. by Rev. Charles 
Phelps, Nov. 22, 1764. 

Harrington Hannah, and John Watson, Oct. 31, 1756. 
“ Paul, and Thankful Webster, both of Exeter; m. 
by Edward Perry, J. P., Oct. 12, 1764. 
Hazard Anthony, and Patience Woodmansee, m. by Elder 
Weeden Barber, Jun., Jan. 6, 1842. 
Hide John, and Hannah Stewart, both of Westerly; m. by 
_ Stephen Richmond, J. P., June 9, 1751. 
Hill John, and Jane West, m. by Benjamin Randall, J. P., 
—. —, 1751. 
Hiscox Rowland, of Hopkinton, and Lucy Essex, of Rich- 
mond; m. by Elder Daniel Coon, Oct. 4, 1740. 
Holloway George, of Richmond, and Mercy Baker, of South 
Kingstown; m. by Thomas Lillibridge, J. P., 
Dec. 5, 1762. 
Holway Elizabeth, and Hopson Wilcox, Dec. 10, 1761. 
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Hoxsie Stephen, of John (dec.), and Elizabeth Kenyon, of 


“ 


oe 


6c 


177 


John (dec.); m. by Rouse Helme, J. P., Feb. 27, 
1734-5. 

Job, of Richmond, and Anne Rathburn, of Exeter, at 
Richmond; m. by John Webster, J. P., Mar. 25, 
1749. 

Mary, and Thomas Lillibridge, Jun., Dec. 12, 1754. 

Sarah, and Joseph Tefft, Jun., July 17, 1757. 

Joseph, of Richmond, and Alice Weekes, of Warwick, 
at Richmond; m. by John Webster, J. P., Apr. 23, 
1761. 

Elizabeth, and Thomas Rogers, Jun.. Mar. 20, 1768. 

Jeremiah, and Sarah Niles, both of Richmond ; m. by 
Samuel Tefft, J. P., June 11, 1764. 

John, of Stephen, of Richmond, and Bridget Tripp, 
of Peregrine, of Exeter; m. by Robert Stanton, J. 
P., Feb. 14, 1779. 

Presbury, of Richmond, son of Stephen and Eliza- 
beth, and Alice Perry, of Charlestown, dau. of 
Edward and Deliverance; Feb. 27, 1791. 

Joseph, son of Job, late of Richmond, dec., and 
Hannah Tillinghast, of Stukely, of Exeter; m. by 
Elder Thomas Manchester, Nov. 16, 1797. 

Joseph, and Susannah , Oct. 8, 1801. 

Elizabeth, and John Greene, Oct. 28, 1802. 

Potter, of Richmond, son of Gideon, and Mary Sun- 
derland, of George, of Exeter; m. by Samuel 
Holloway, J. P., Mar. 15, 1807. 

Gideon, Jun., and Deborah Barber, of Caleb; m. by 
Elder Gershom Palmer, Feb. 11, 1810. 

Martha T., and George Kenyon, Nov. 30, 1817. 

Hannah, and Robert Reynolds, Sept. 17, 1820. 

Ruth T., and John T. Sheldon, May 10, 1829. 

Samuel A., and Malinda James, m. by Elder John 
Gardiner, Oct. 2, 1830. 

Anstis T., and James Ford, May 15, 18388. 
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Hoxsie Barber, and Mehitable James, both of Richmond; m. 
by Elder Benedict Johnson, Jan. 1, 1848. 
« Mary T., and Robert E. Moore, Nov. 28, 1844. 
Hull Samuel, of South Kingstown, and Freelove Thomas, of 
Richmond ; m. by Samuel Tefft, J. P., Sept. 29, 1763. 





BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

Hall Isaac, of Elizabeth, Aug. 22, 1746. 
“ Abner, * Dec. 10, 1747. 
“Elizabeth, “ June 13,'1749. 
“Mary, " Jan. 30, 1750. 
“ Josiah, “ Aug. 22, 1752. 

Harrington William, of William and Sarah, Mar. 15, 1772. 

Benjamin, “ “ Oct. 4, 17738. 
« John, “ “6 Aug. 19, 1775. 
* Ezekiel, “ “ July 28, 1777. 
o Stephen, " “ May 18, 1779. 
6 Mary, od as Mar. 12, 1781. 
“6 Anna, “ “ Feb. 27, 1783. 

Hathaway William, of Zephaniah and Desire, July 24, 1759. 

Hoxsie Joseph, of Joseph and Deborah, May 15, 1729. 
«Job, sd ad May 21, 1731. 
“Mary, a us Sept. 19, 1733. 
“Jeremiah, “ “ Nov. 8, 1735. 
“ John, wd as Jan. 22, 1737. 
“ Thomas, “ 4 May 25, 1740. 
“ Samuel, “ “ Dec. 25, 1742. 
“© Simeon, " “4 July 31, 1745. 
“ Elijah, me os Oct. 4, 1748. 
“Joseph, died, “ “ Apr. 5, 1815. 
“Frederick, of Job and Anna, Nov. 30, 1760. 
“Edith, of Barnabas and Elizabeth, July 31, 1764. 
“Stephen, “ “ Jan. 16, 1768. 
“  Enock, “ “ July 27, 1769. 
“Elizabeth, “ “ Apr. 1, 1772. 
“ Esther, “d a May 21, 1774. 
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Hoxsie Joseph, of Jeremiah and Sarah, 


Simeon, m os 
Amie, of Gideon and Jonah, 
Susannah, “ x 
Potter, “ “ 
Hannah, “ “6 
Mary, 66 6 
Gideon, “ sc 
Rouse, ” “ 
Almira, “ * 
Abigail, " + 
Elizabeth, “ 8 
David, * “ 
~ Reynolds, 


Mary (Tillinghast), his wife, 


Nov. 28, 1764. 
Mar. 12, 1767. 
Sept. 3, 1773. 
Apr. 30, 1781. 
Jan. 12, 1783. 
Feb. 26, 1785. 
Mar. 27, 1787. 
Mar. 29, 1789. 
Apr. 1, 1791. 
May 19, 1798. 
Aug. 4, 1795. 
Nov. 4, 1797. 
Apr. 2, 1805. 
Oct. 8, 1774. 
Jan. 21, 1776. 


Hannah Tillinghast, of Reynolds and Mary, May 1, 


1797. 


Hannah Tillinghast, of Reynolds and Mary, died Jan. 


23, 1849. 


Sarah Tillinghast, of Reynolds and Mary, Mar 10,1797. 


Clarke ce ue 


“ “ “cc 


Reynolds, of Reynolds and Mary, 


Samuel Albro, “ " 
Mary, . é‘ 
73 66 “a 
Joseph Tillinghast, . 
6é “b oc 6 
Ruth, “ “ 
Anstis, _ " 
Mary, 6c 66 
Thomas, “ ¥ 
Elizabeth, of Presbury and Alice, 
Stephen, i a 
Susannah, * ee, 


Alice, z ” 
8 


“Sept. 15, 1800. 
“ d. Dec. 7, 1838. 
June 30, 18038. 
Apr. 2, 1806. 
Jan. 14, 1808. 

d. May 3, 1808. 
Apr. 28, 1810. 

d. May 6, 1840. 
Apr. 28, 1812. 
Mar. 26, 1814. 
Mar. 25, 1817. 
Aug. 18, 1818. 
Sept. 9, 1792. 
June 24, 1795. 
Jan. 2, 1798. 
Jan. 2, 1800. 
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Hoxsie Mary, of Presbury and Alice, Aug. 10, 1803. 
“Martha, of Joseph and Hannah (1st wife), Sept. 27, 
1798. 
“Stillman L., of Joseph and Susannah (2d wife), Feb. 
12, 1802. { 
“ Simon G., of Joseph and Susannah, _— Sept. 3. 1803. 
“Jonah, ” a Feb. 6, 1808. 
“ Sylvester P.,  “ “ Feb. 10, 1810. 
“Nathaniel P.,  “ * Apr. 21, 1812. 
“ Abigail, “ ad Oct. 80, 1814. 
“  Stukely T., “ # Sept. 6, 1817. 
“Sophie Ann, “ “ -Oct. 11, 1819. 
I, 
MARRIAGES. 


Irish Jonathan, and Sarah Bailey, both of Richmond; m. by 
Samuel Tefft, J. P., Jan. 27, 1757. 


BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


Irish Thankful, of Jonathan and Sarah, Apr. 27, 1757. 
“ Sarah, sd ai Oct. 25, 1761. 
“ Jonathan, . “* * June 2, 1764. 
* Hannah, oe * May 13, 1767. 

J. 
MARRIAGES. 


James Elizabeth, and John Tefft, Dec. 26, 1752. 

“ Patience, and Job Wilcox, Dec. 9, 1756. 

«Amos, and Nancy Swan, both of Richmond; m. by 
John Webster, J. P., Oct. 1, 1758. 

“ Jonathan, Jun., and Thankful Dye, both of Richmond; 
m. by John Tefft, J. P., Dec. 7, 1758. 

“ Benjamin, Jun., and Rhoda Kenyon, both of Rich- 
mond; m. by Edward Perry, J. P., June 23, 1764. 
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James William and Elizabeth Sabins, both of Richmond; m. 
by George Webb, J. P., May 14, 1767. 
“¢ Ezekiel, of Edward, and Hannah Bailey, of Richard, 
both of Richmond; m. by Gideon Moshier, J. P., 
June 3, 1768. 
“Sarah, and Clarke Bailey, Mar. 19, 1772. 
“Thomas, Jun., of Col. Thomas, and Dorcas Perry, of 
George, both of Richmond; m. by Elder Henry 
Joslin, May 30, 1805. 
“ Sheffield, and Judith Card, both of Richmond; m. by 
Elder Phineas Palmer, June 28,1812. | 
“ Caleb B., and Lucy Reynolds, m. by Elder Daniel 
Greene, May 4, 1823. 
«© Frances, and Gardiner Kenyon, Nov. 25, 1824. 
“Nancy, and Joseph T. Barber, Jan. 27, 1825. 
“ Malinda, and Samuel A. Hoxsie, Oct. 2, 1830. 
“= John L., and Mrs. Eliza Kenyon, m. by Elder Thomas 
Tillinghast, Mar. 22, 1841. 
“ Simeon C., and Mrs. Elizabeth S. Locke, m. by Elder 
Benedict Johnson, Oct. 3, 1841. 
“© Mrs. Mary, and George F. Burdick, Aug. 16, 1842. 
“© Mehitable, and Barber Hoxsie, Jan. 1, 1843. 
“Eliza A., and Stephen Champlain, Mar. 10, 1850. 
Johnson Ezekiel, of Charlestown, and Mercy Kenyon, of 
Richmond; m. by John Webster, J. P., Feb. 3, 
1754. 
. Mercy, and William Kenyon, Sept. 25, 1828. 
" Rufus J., and Hildah A. Fenner, m. by Elder 
Steadman Kenyon, Apr. 10, 1849. 
“ Kenyon, of Jonathan, and Sally E. Davis, of Pre- 
served; m. by Elder George K. Clarke, Sept. 33, 
1849. 
Jones, Hannah, and Peter Wilbur, Sept. 25, 1761. 
Jordan, Mary A., and William Clarke, Feb. 27, 1840. 


(To be continued.) 
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THE STORY OF THE TABLETS. 





VII. 
CONTRIBUTED BY JAMES L. SHERMAN, ESQ., PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


From the North Burial Ground, Providence. 


Sacred to the memory of 
Mrs. ANN Brown, 
The very affectionate Consort of 
Mr. Nicholas Brown, 
And Daughter of : 
Mr. John and Mrs. Amey Carter. 

She departed this transitory Life June 16, 1798, 
aged 28 years, 3 months and 24 days—leaving 
two Sons and a Daughter. 

If an honorable and happy situation, with the 
brightest Prospects ; if amiable Manners, Sweetness 
of Disposition and the most endearing fulfilment 
of relative Duties, could have exempted from 
Sickness and Death, she might have lived the 
Pride and Joy of her Friends. 

' But infinite Wisdom has appointed Death 
the only way to perfect Happiness ! 

Cease then—cease to mourn; for her Tears 
are wiped away; the Crown of Life is freely 
given her, and all who loved her must follow 
by a true and living faith, if they wish 
to unite in Praising God and the Lamb. 

‘© Why are Friends ravish’d from us? ’Tis to bind, 
By lost Affections Ties our Human Hearts, 
The thoughts of Death.—Smitten Friends 
Are Angels, sent on Errands full of Love.” 


‘¢ And I heard a Voice from Heaven, saying write, 
Blessed are the Dead who die in the Lord.” Rev. 


‘¢ For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
he shall stand at the latter Day upon Earth.’’ Job. 
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‘¢ In thy Presence is Fulness of Joy; at thy right 
Hand there are Pleasures forevermore ’’ Psalms. 





‘The Grave of 
Mary Bowen Brown 
Second Wife of 
Nicholas Brown, 
and Daughter of 
Benjamin and Huldah Steele 
Died December 12, 1836, 
in the 67th year of her age. 
An excellent wife, of strong judgment, 
with great prudence and integrity, 
respected and beloved 
by all her friends. 
She died a humble believer 
in the Divine Saviour. 


‘¢ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”’ 


‘¢ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; yea, saith 
the spirit, they rest from their labors, and their 
works do follow them.”’ 


O! my Companion, thou hast left me behind ! 


(Silas Tingley, Sc.) 





In Memory of 
CuarLes Porrer 
Who was Born in 
Providence, R. I. 

June 9, 1788, 

And Departed this Life 
March 21, 1857. 





Sacred to the Memory of 
Mrs. SaraH BUTLER 
Wife of 
Mr. Samuel Butler, jun. Merchant, 
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and Daughter of 
Stephen Whipple, Esq. of Smithfield. 
She departed this Life 
on Monday the 2d Day of 
Septemb A. D. 1811, 
in the 50th Year of her Age. 
In her Character were combined those 
domestic Virtues which give to social 
Life a Solace and a Charm. 

Regularity and Order presided in her Mansion— 
Eligance and Frugality were the Result. 
With assiduous Attention she contributed to 
the Happiness of her Family, and her 
benevolent Heart expanded with 
genuine Hospitality, at the approach 
of a Friend or Neighbour. 

The Poor and Needy were never repulsed 
from her door. 

Her ‘‘ House was known to all the vagrant Train ”’ 
She “ chid their wanderings, but relieved their Pain.’’ 
This description is.a Record of 
affectionate Regret, and a Tribute 
of Gratitude justly due to departed 


Virtue. © 
(J. J. Fenner, Sc.) 





Beneath this Stone 
repose the remains 
of 
SAMUEL But er. 

Strength of intellect and soundness 
of judgment, allied to purity of 
intention, guided his conduct 
while in life : 

His habits were frugal and temperate : 
he was plain and sincere in his manners, 
a faithful friend and good neighbour, 
an affectionate husband and indulgent 
parent. 
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His occupation was commercial, 
prosecuted with diligence, punctuality, 
and reputation. 

He paid his great court debt on the 11th 
day of December 1814, 
in the 59th year of his Age. 


‘¢ Slave to no sect, he took no private road, 
But looked through nature up to nature’s God.’’ 





In respectful remembrance of 
SaMuEL Butter, Esq. 
who departed this Life on the 
29th Day of June A. D. 1814 
aged 85 years. 
He was born in Edgertown, Massachusetts, 
on the 20th of December, 1727, 

But early in Life established himself in Providence. 
Industry and Enterprise in youth secured to 
him Affluence and Ease in declining years— 

But the Accession of Wealth excited no 
arrogant Claims of Superiority, nor 

disturbed the Equanimity of his 
Mind. 

Eminent as a Merchant, for Integrity and 
Talents—conspicuous as a man for 
Temperance and Regularity and the 

strict Observance of the moral 
Duties, he approved himself 
the affectionate Husband 
and the kind Father. 

His Patriotism and conscientious Discharge 
of Public Offices, commanded Public 
Respect, while the Amenity of his 
Disposition engaged Private 
Friendship and Affection. 

Living in the faith of the Gospel, 
he died in the Hope of a blessed 
Immortality. 
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Sacred 
to the Memory of 
Mary Butter, 
Relict of 
Samuel Butler, Esquire, 
and Daughter of 
Jethro and Mary Athearn, 
of Martha’s Vineyard, 
Born Sept. 16, 1731, Old-Stile, 
and Died Jan. 1, 1819, 
in the 88 year of her age. 
Safe art thou lodged above these rolling spheres ; 
The baleful influence of whose giddy dance 
Sheds sad vicissitude on all beneath. 





Sacred 
to the Memory 
of 
SamuEL P. BuLiarp, 

Son of Isaac and Rachel Bullard. 
He Died in New Orleans, La. 
Feby. 7th 1858, 

In His 59th year. 


‘¢ There is no union here of hearts, 
That finds not here an end.”’ 





Sacred to the Memory of 
Mrs. Mary Ann Bcciarp, 
Wife of Samuel P. Bullard, 

And Daughter of William and Ann Burr. 
She departed this Life December 2nd, 
1824, in the 24th year 
of her Age. 


Artless in her nature, possessing a reserved and amiable 


disposition, a strong and cultivated mind, 
affectionate and sincere, 
Mary Ann lived in the bosom of her friends. 
Subject of a lingering consumption, 








WAAR SN 








XUM 





The Story of the Tablets. 278 











which she bore with great patience and fortitude, 
in a few months after her marriage 
she sweetly passed to immortality, 
leaving an affectionate Husband and Relations, 
who 
while they love to cherish the remembrance of her 
exalted virtues, deplore their loss of an endearing 


Wife and Associate. 
(Tingley, Sc.) 


Cor. JOHN Pray, 
departed this Life July 10, A. D. 1819, 
in the 54th Year of his Age. 
He was a native of Providence R. I. 
and removed in early life, to the State of Georgie, 
where he resided for many years. 
He was by profession a Planter, but devoted a large share 
of his time to public life: 
he filled various offices in the State with honor 
and reputation to himself, and to the interest and 
approbation of his fellow citizens. 

He was endowed by nature 

with great strength and firmness of mind. 

His conduct in public and private life was ever governed 
by honour, integrity and virtue ; 
‘¢ His conscience was his monitor—truth and 
Justice were his guides.” 
His friends and relations will long cherish his memory, 

with greatful recollections. 

This Stone, erected by conjugal affection 

is consecrated to the memory of a brother 
and affectionate Husband. 


Also 
to the memory of his Sister Elizabeth 
daughter of Capt. Job Pray and Elizabeth his wife, 
who died June 6, 1770, aged 5 months 
and 7 days. 
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Erected to the Memory 
of 
STePpHEN Harris, 
who was born Dec. 28, 1753, 
and died May 26, 1817. 


Also, 
of HannaH Harris, his wife, 
who was born April 9, 1753, 
and died Nov. 13, 1780. 


Likewise, 

AsigatL Harris, his 2d Wife, 
daughter of Benjamin & Abigail 
Cushing. 

She was born Jan. 3, 1769, 
and died Oct. 9, 1841. 


(Tingley, Sc.) 





Sacred 
To the Memory 
of . 
Sumner Winn Bacon, 
Son of Thomas & Sarah H. Bacon. 
He was born June 9, 1821, 
in Liberty County, Georgia. 
He departed this life Aug. 17, 1842, 
in Providence, R. I. 
while a member of the Junior Class 
in Brown University. 
His memory is precious. 
As a Son and Brother 
he was ever dutiful and affectionate ; 
As a Pupil and Associate, 
greatly loved. 

His many virtues were adorned 
by a living faith in Christ, 
Destined to find a grave among strangers, 
he meekly bowed to the will of God. 
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Fond hopes 
were blighted by his early departure ; 
but death to him was gain. ‘ 
Thanks be to God 


who giveth the victory. 
(8. Tingley & Sons, Sc.) 


SOME NOTES UPON THE PERRYS OF THE 
NARRAGANSETT COUNTRY, 
RHODE ISLAND. 





CONTRIBUTED BY MRS. E. R. SMITH AND COL. T. LL. CASEY. 





BOUT the year 1700, two men, John and William Perry, 
were married in Portsmouth, R. I., to two sisters, Pris- 
Ys cilla and Isabel Gatchell. The births of the seven 
children of John and Priscilla Perry, three sons and 
four daughters, which occurred between June 21, 
1701, and July 1, 1717, are entered in the Portsmouth Town 
Records. 
A little earlier than the advent in the colony of the two 
Perry’s above mentioned, two other men by the name of 
Perry, namely, Samuel and Benjamin Perry, sons of Edward ° 
>Perry, of Sandwich, Mass., came into the Colony, and settled 
in the town of Kings Towne, in the Narragansett Country. 
There is no evidence of any relationship between John and 
William Perry, of Portsmouth, and Samuel and Benjamin of 
Kings Towne, and, it is believed, the Perry’s of the Narrag- 
ansett Country are descendents exclusively of Samuel’ and 
Benjamin,’ sons of Edward’ and Mary (Freeman) Perry, of 
Sandwich, Mass. 
FAMILY OF SAMUEL’ PERRY. 


SAMUEL’? PERRY (Edward'), was born in Sandwich, 
Mass., in 1664, and died July 1716, aged 52. He married, May 
9, 1690, Mary Tucker, daughter of Henry and Martha Tucker, 
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of Dartmouth, Mass. She was born August 16, 1668, and 
was living in 1725. He may have resided in Sandwich until 
1695, in which year he signed receipts in that town for money 
left him by his father-in-law. He was a freeman of the town 
of Kings Towne, R. I., as early as August 16, 1696, and was 
made a freeman of the colony from Kings Towne May 6, 
1701. His Homestead and Mill were in that part of Kings 
Towne now Perryville, South Kingstown. He invested large- 
ly in lands, was a partner in the Shannock and Maxon 
purchases of tracts of land located in what are now the 
towns of Richmond and Hopkinton, and also bought extens- 
ively at Pasquesett in Westerly near the north-east corner of 
the present town of Charlestown. 

His will was dated, Newport, R. I. 4 mo. 16 day, 1716, 
and was proved in Kings Towne July 16, 1716. The inven- 
tory of his personal estate, taken July 11, 1716, amounted to 
£730, 16s. 7d. 

In his will he mentions five children in the following order: 


I. James,’ born probably 1691 ; died 1774. 
II. Epwarp,’ born probably 1693; d. 1716-18, s. p. 
III. SamveEt,’ born 1695; d. Dec. 21, 1775. 
IV. Simeon,’ born probably 1697; d. 1716-18. s. p. 
V. Bensamin,’ born probably 1700; d. in 1772. 


JAMES* PERRY (Samuel,’ Edward'), was born probably 
in Sandwich in 1691, and lived in South Kingstown. He in- 
herited from his father, who calls him * oldest son,” “ my 
homestead and mill containing 146 acres. Also the land 
purchased of Benedict Arnold containing 170 acres, and two 
tracts on Shannock Hill containing 58 and 170 acres respec- 
tively.” He was a Quaker, and married (1) November 11, 
1718, Alice Easton, of James of Newport. She died Feb. 7, 
1731. He married (2) November 15, 1733, Anna Bennett, 
of Jonathan of Newport. He was a deputy to the General 
Assembly from South Kingstown, 1744. His will was proved 
1774. Children by first wife, Alice: 
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I. Mary’, b. Oct. 25, 1719; m. prob. Oct. 20, 1736, John 
Potter. 
II. James,‘ Jr., b. Oct. 27, 1728. 


Children by second wife, Anna: 


III. Atice,’ b. July 20, 1736; m. Sylvester Robinson. 
IV. Jonatuan,’ b. Sept. 2, 1738; m. probably as 2nd wife, 
March 31, 1777, Mercy Potter, and had Alice,’ who m. 
Oct. 7, 1802, James Helme, of James. 
V. Samuet,* b. Feb. 24, 1739 ; m.—— Niles. 


JAMES PERRY, Jr.,' (James,’ Samuel,’ Edward’) was born 
Oct. 27, 1728, and died 1778. He resided in South Kings- 
town and took the oath in that town May 5,1752. Married, 
probably 1753, Mary Had: 

I. Mercy,® b. Feb. 24, 1754, who m. probably William 
Peckham, of South Kingstown. 
II. Anna,’ b. March 16, 1756. 
III. James,° b. May 26, 1758. 
IV. Wiu1am,’ b. June 19, 1759; m. March 25, 1792, Eliza- 
beth Segar./# ‘ 
V. Joun,’ b. July 28, 1760. 


EDWARD’ PERRY (Samuel’, Edward’), was born about 
1693, and is called “ second son” in his father’s will. He was 
given in this will, “That land 1 purchased of William Cham- 
plain and John Hill at the place called Pasquesett containing 
500 acres.” Also with his brother Benjamin “a tract of 
land lying partly on Wood River containing 279 acres, to 
be divided equally between them.” 

As two deeds recorded in the Land evidence books of 
Westerly show that, on Sept. 18, 1718, two years after their 
father’s death, the three brothers, James, Samuel, and Benja- 
min divided between them the tracts of land which had been 
left to Edward and Simeon, it is assumed from this and other 
considerations, that these two sons must have died between 
the years 1716 and 1718 without issue and intestate. 





SAMUEL’ PERRY (Samuel,’ Edward’), was born 1695, and 
died in Charlestown, R. 1., Dec. 21, 1775. He is styled 
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“third son” in his father’s will by which he was left “land 
purchased of Samuel Lewis in Lewis’ Neck containing 130 
acres. Also 50 acres lying East side of son Edward’s, and a 
tract. of 120 acres in the Shannock purchase.” 

June 29, 1720, he was chosen first petty juryman in West- 
erly, to which town he probably moved during the year 1720. 
His ear-mark was recorded in Westerly July 11, 1722, and he 
was admitted a freeman of the town March 6, 1722-3. His 
lands and residence were near the Eastern boundary of West- 
erly, the Pettaganscatt Line, and the north-eastern corner of 
the present town of Charlestown. He was admitted a freeman 
of the colony from Westerly April 30, 1723, and. was a Jus- 
tice of the Peace in that town as early as May 2, 1731. He 
was Deputy to the General Assembly from Charlestown 1739, 
40, 41, 42, and °46. He took the oath in Charlestown May 
5, 1747. He married Susanna Hazard of Stephen and Eliza- 
beth. She was born April 23, 1699, and died June 27, 1756. 


* Had children: 


I. Exizasetu,’ b. Nov. 3, 1719; m. July 4, 1744, Elisha 
Babcock, of George and Susanna (Potter.) 

II. Mary,’ b. June 10, 1721; m. Dodge. 

III. Samuet, Jr.,* b. April 19, 1723; m. Dee. 26, 2 1746, 
Ann Clarke of Joseph and Sarah (Reynolds) of Rich- 
mond. She was b. Oct. 23, 1730. He took the 
oath in Charlestown, May 5, 1747. He is styled Esq. 
Oct. 1790, but is not in census of 1774. 

IV. Simeon,’ b. March 31, 1726; died Dee. 2,.1802. 

V. Hannan,‘ b. April 13, 1728; m. Dec. 26, 1746, Joseph 
Clarke, Jr., of Joseph and Sarah (Reynolds), of 
Richmond. He was b. March d, 1728. 

VI. Epwarp,' b. June 15, 1730; m. Jan. 7, 1759, Deliver- 
ance Moore of Exeter, and had 10 children, one of 
them Alice,’ who married Presbury Hoxie of Stephen 
and Elizabeth. He took the oath April 30, 1754, is 
included in the census of 1774, but finally moved 
west with his children. 

VII. Jonn,* b. May 15, 1732; m. Dec. 28, 1756, Maribah 
Soule, of Portsmouth, R. I. Took oath April 30, 
1754, and finally moved out west. 

VIII. Atice’, b. Feb. 25, 1734; m.———Soule. 
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IX. Srepuen,' b. Jan. 6.1736; m. (1) ——Borden; m. (2) 
Sarah Whitefield, and had by first wife 5 children, 
and by 2nd wife 3 children. Wasa Deputy to Genl. 
Assembly for Charlestown, 1773, and is mentioned in 

; census of 1774. 
X. Saran,‘ b. Feb. 16, 1738; m. March, 30, 1757, David 

Babcock, of David, of South Kingstown. 

XI. Ruta,’ b. Jan, 17, 1740; m. Oct. 7, 1770, as his 2nd 
wife Edward Perry of Richmond, s. p. 

XII. Susanna,’ b March 25, 1742; m. Feb. 10, 1759, Jona- 
than Babcock, of David, of South Kingstown. 

XIII. Maran,’ b. Aug. 18, 1744; m. Jan. 27, 1773, Jere- 

miah Peirce, of John, of East Greenwich. 

SIMEON PERRY (Samuel*, Samuel’, Edward’), was born 
in Westerly, March 31, 1726, and died in Charlestown Dec. 
2nd, 1802. He probably settled first in Richmond, and was 
Town Clerk of that town from June 4, 1751, to August 28, 
1754. He was Deputy to the General Assembly from Rich- 
mond 1753, and Justice of the Peace in Richmond 1756. He 
shortly moved into Hopkinton and was Town Clerk of that 
town from April 4, 1757, to April 1760. He practiced the art 
of surveying, and was elected “ Surveyor” in Hopkinton April 
4,1757. He was the proprietor of Perry’s Iron Works on 
Wood River where he manufactured iron. July, 1776, he was 
elected Second Justice of the Court of Common Pleas for 
Kings County, but declined the office. March, 1786, he was 
appointed by the General Assembly upon a committee to re- 
vise the laws of the State. He is enumerated as of Hopkin- 
ton in the census of 1774. He m. (1) April, 1749, Penelope 
Kenyon, m. (2) Anna Browning widow of Thomas Browning 
and daughter of Solomon Hoxie. M. (8) Sarah Congdon 
widow of John Congdon and daughter of Joseph Hoxie, s. p. 
M. (4) Hannah Hoxie, daughter of Stephen Hoxie, s.p. Had 
by first wife: 

I. Mary,’ b. Sept. 18, 1750; m. Jan. 7, 1770, Simeon 
Babcock of Elisha and Elizabeth (Perry) her first 
cousin, who was born May 31, 1745. 

II. Samvuer,’b. May 1, 1754; m (1) Abby Stanton of Rob- 


ert of Richmond; m. (2) Penelope Congdon of John 
and Sarah of Charlestown. She was b. Apr. 5, 1761. 
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III. Susanna,’ b. June 17, 1756; m. Augustus J. Lewis of 
Amos. 

IV. Simeon Jr.,° b. Sept. 28, 1759, m. (1) Ruth Babcock 
of Elisha and Elizabeth (Perry) his first cousin. M. 
(2) Anna Peckham a widow. M. (3) the widow 
Lydia Hurlbut, sister of his first wife. 


V. PENELOPE’, b. May 11,1762; m. Elizabeth Kenyon of 
Samuel. 


By second wife: 
VI. Tuomas,’ b. Dec. 7, 1776, d. March 26, 1826 ; m. Nov. 
11, 1808. Elizabeth Foster of John and Ruth Hoxie 


of North Stonington, Conn., and had Charles’, 
Thomas,* and Simeon’. 
VII. Hoxie,’ b. May 10, 1778; d. Sept. 1. 1866; m. Sus- 
anna Cross of Samuel, and had William Hoxie’. 
VIII. Saran,’ b. Aug. 17, 1780; d. June 16, 1854, unmar- 
ried. 


IX. es" b. June 25, 1782; d. Feb. 9, 1826, unmar- 
ried. 

SIMEON’ PERRY, (Samuel’ Edward,') was born about 
1697, and died probably between 1716 and 1718, as is stated 
under head of Edward.* He is styled “4th son” in his 
father’s will, and was left by him 100 acres of land lying east 
of land bequeathed to his son Samuel and purchased of Pas- 
saphel Allen. Also 100 acres lying west of highway leading 
from Samuel Clark’s bridge to country road by John Hill’s. 
Also a tract of 120 acres in the “ Shannock purchase.” 


BENJAMIN’ PERRY (Samuel,’ Edward’), was styled 
“ Junior” to distinguish him from his uncle Benjamin Perry, 
who resided in the same town, South Kingstown. He was 
born probably in 1700, and died in 1772. He is called 
“ youngest son” in his father’s will, and was left in it, “100 
acres of land south of homestead already bequeathed, being 
land I purchased of Joseph Hull, Jr. Also the tract of land 
called the Maple Swamp ;” and with his brother Edward, “a 
tract of land lying partly on Wood River of 279 acres to be 
divided equally between them.” He married, July 10, 1729, 
Elizbeth Hazard, and resided in South Kingstown until March 
1, 1731-2, when he was admitted a freeman in the town of 
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Westerly, “and desired to be a freeman of the colony.” He 
was made a freeman of the colony from Westerly, October, 
1733. He subsequently returned to South Kingstown, and 
was a freeman of the colony from that town, May 6, 1735. 
He took the oath in South Kingstown, May 1,1750. He is 
not mentioned in the census of 1774, but the family of Eliza- 
beth Perry, of South Kingstown, probably his widow, is 
given as containing 1 male over 16, and 5 females over 16. 
Children : 


I. Benjamin,’ b. ——; m. Ruth Potter, and is probably the 
Benjamin Perry who was permitted by the General As- 
sembly, March 9, 1778, to take the test oath, and allowed, 
Dec., 1778, £9, 12s. Od. for arresting a noted tory. In 
1778, Benjamin Perry, of South Kingstown, had a slave, 
‘¢Garret Perry,’’ who enlisted in the army, and was 
valued at £120. 

Prob. others, daughters. 


FAMILY OF BENJAMIN’ PERRY. 


BENJAMIN’ PERRY (Edward'), was born probably in 
1677, and died in 1748 or °49. He moved to Kings Towne, 
R. I., shortly after his brother Samuel, where he bought land 
as early as 1702. He was made a freeman of the colony 
from Kings Towne, May 1, 1716, and his lands and residence 
were in that part of the town now South Kingstown. He 
married twice. The name of his first wife is unknown, and 
it is a family tradition there were no children by the mar- 
riage. He married (2,) Oct, 11, 1727, Susanna Barber, of 
Moses and Susanna (Waite). She was born Oct. 23, 1697. 
His will was dated Aug. 31, 1748. The first appraisement 
was made Feb. 13, 1749, and finally closed Aug. 17, 1749. 
Amount of inventory, £3108, 11s. 5d. His widow Susanna, 
and son Edward, were to administer the estate. He mentions 
in the will two sons and two daughters, and made special 
provision for the care and maintenance of his widow by his 
sons, and of her maintenance by them during a second widow- 
hood should she marry again and such an event transpire. 
To Edward he left all his Richmond land, except 100 acres, 
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“which begin at a pond called Lillibridge Pond, and lying 
north-west.” This 100 acres, with “ all my houses and lands 
in South Kingstown,” he gave to his son Freeman. To his 


daughters he left household goods and money. Had by 
second wife: 


I. Bensamin,* b. Nov. 7, 1729; d. young. 
II. Epwarp,* b. March 28, 1731. 
III. Freeman,’ b. Jan. 23, 1733. 
IV. Mary,* b. Nov. 19, 1735; m. Thomas Steadman, of 
Thomas and Hannah, of South Kingstown. 
b. Oct. 10, 1730. 
V. Susanna,* b. Nov. 19, 1735; m. Daniel Steadman, of 


Thomas and Hannah, of South Kingstown. 
b. Oct. 10, 1728. ; 


He was 


He was 


EDWARD* PERRY (Benjamin,’ Edward’), was born March 
28, 1731, and died in 1798. He married (1) Dorcas Gard- 
ner, probably of Nicholas, Jr., and Mary (Eldred), who was 
born May 27, (1782?). Married (2), October 7, 1770, Ruth 
Perry, of Samuel and Susanna (Hazard), who was born 
Jan. 17,1740. They had no children. On April 30, 1754, 
he took the oath in South Kingstown, and shortly after moved 
into Richmond, from which town he was a Deputy to the 
General Assembly, 1769, ’70, ’71, ’72, and ’78. He was a 
Justice of the Peace in Richmond as early as 1756, and Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas for Kings County, 1780, ’81, 
82 ’83, 84, and ’85. He held other responsible offices in his 
town and in the colony. Feb. 28, 1774, was on the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence in Richmond concerning the tax on 
tea. April 17,1777, was President of the Town Council in 
Richmond. From 1779 to 1780, was Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Judicature. During the Revolutionary War he was 
appointed, on several occasions, to pay bounties, receive re- 
cruits, and collect continental loans. His last public service 
seems to have been in October, 1787, when he was on a com- 
mittee to appraise certain property. Had by first wife: 


I. Bensamin,* b. ——3; d. ; m. perhaps, Dec. 19, 1779, 
Alice Sewell, and had 5 children: 1 son, Benjamin,’ and 





four daughters. He lived and died in Richmond upon 
lands left him by his father. 
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II. Gerorce,‘ b. ; d. in 1817; m. , and has six 
children : 2 sons, Robert’ and George E.,° and 4 daugh- 
ters. He lived and died in Richmond upon the home- 
stead left him by his father. 


FREEMAN’ PERRY (Benjamin, Edward’), was born Jan. 
23, 1733, and died October 15, 1813. He married, probably 
in 1755, Mercy Hazard, of Oliver and Elizabeth (Raymond). 
He took the oath in South Kingstown, April 30,1754. He 
was actively engaged in public offices, 1767, ’77, ’79, ’80, ’81. 
Was for many years President of the Town Council of South 
Kingstown, and was elected Chief Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas for Washington county, 1787, ’88, ’89, ‘90, 
’91, and for about 15 years after. He resided upon the home- 
stead in South Kingstown left by his father, and digd honored 
and respected by his entire community. Had children: 








I. Josuva,* b. —, 1756; d. Nov., 1802; m. Oct. 17, 1780, 
Mary Peckham, who ad. Sept., 1803. He was a sur- 
geon in Col. Church’s Battalion, Feb. 178). Had 
issue, four daughters. 


II. Oritver Hazarp,' b. ——. Lost at sea about 1783, s. p. 

III. Curistroppers Raymonp,’ b. Dec. 4, 1761; d. June 4, 
1818. 

IV. Exizaseru R.,‘ b. ——; m. Dec. 20, 1782, Stephen 


Champlain, of Stephen and Dinah. He was b. Aug. 
3, 1763. 
V. Mary,’ b. ——; d. ——, aged 20, unmarried. 


VI. Susan,‘ b. ——; m. 1784, Elisha Watson Jr., as his 
2nd wife. 
VII. Grorce Hazarp,’ b. ——-; m. ——, Abigail Chees- 


brough, and had five sons, George Hagard,’ John,’ 
Freeman,’ Harry,’ and Gideon Babcock,’ and one 
daughter. 


_CHRISTOPHERS RAYMOND‘ PERRY (Freeman,’ Benja- 
min,’ Edward’), was born Dec. 4, 1761, and died June 4, 1818. 
He married, August, 1784, Sarah Wallace Alexander. He 
was a sea captain, and served with distinction during the 
Revolutionary War upon armed vessels fitted out in the 
colonies. He was appointed a Captain in the United States 
Navy to command the frigate “ General Greene,” June 7, 
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1798, and was commissioned a Captain, March 1, 1799, to 
rank from the first named date. 
the Peace Establishment Act of April 8, 1801, and was sub- 


sequently Collector of Internal Revenue for Newport, Bristol, 
etc., in Rhode Island. Had: 


I. 
II. 


Il. 
IV. 


VI. 


VII. 


VIII. 


OLIVER HAZARD*® PERRY (Christophers Raymond,' 


Ho was discharged under 





Oxtver Hazarp,’ b. Aug. 23, 1785; d. Aug. 23, 1819. 

Raymonp Henry Jones,’ b. Feb. 11, 1789; d. March 
12, 1826; m. May 16, 1814, Mary Ann DeWolf, 
of James, of Bristol. She m. (2) Oct. 4, 1826, 
Gen. W. H. Sumner, of Mass. He was a Lieutenant 
in the U. S. Navy, and had issue, 2 sons, James 
DeWolf,® Alexander," and one daughter. 

Saran Wa trace,’ b. April 28, 1791; d. Jan. 1851, 
unmarried. 

Matruew Carprairs,’ b. April 10, 1794; d. March 4, 
»1858; m. Dec. 24, 1814, Jane Slidell, of John, of 
New York. . He was aCommodore in the U. S. Navy, 
and a most distinguished officer. He had issue, 4 
sons, John Slidell,° Matthew C.,° Oliver H.,° William 
F.,° and six daughters. 

Anna Maria,’ b. Nov. 10, 1797: d. Dee. 7, 1856; m. 
July, 1815, Commodore Geo. W. Rogers, U. 8. N. 

JaNE Tweepy,’ b. Dec. 15, 1799; d. July, 1875; m. 
Dec. 15, 1819, Dr. William Butler, surgeon, U. S. 
Navy. 

James ALEXANDER,” b. June 26, 1801; was a Lieu- 
tenant in the U. S. Navy, and was drowned in the 
harbor of Valparaiso, March 9, 1822. 

NaTHANIEL Hazarp,’ b. Nov. 27, 1802 ; m.——, Lucretia 
Mumford Thatcher, of New London, Conn. Wasa 
Purser in the U. S. Navy. 
Alexander James.° 


. 


Had issue, one son, 








Freeman,’ Benjamin,’ Edward’), was born August 23, 1785, 
and died August 23, 1819. He married, May 5, 1811, Eliza- 


beth Champlain Mason. 


He was a Commodore in the U. S. 


Navy, and the Commander in the victory upon Lake Erie 


over the British naval forces during the war of 1812-14. 
Had children: 


I. 


CuristorHeR Grant Cuamprain,’ b. April 2, 1812; m. 


May 31, 1838, Fanny Sergeant, of Philadelphia, Pa. 


II. Oniver Hazarp,’ b. Feb. 23, 1813; d. March 4, 1814. 
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III. Oxrver Hazarp,° b. Feb. 23, 1815; d. Aug. 30, 1878; 
m. (1) Sept. 24, 1837, Elizabeth Ann, daughter of 
Hon. Kidder Randolph. She d. Aug. 3, 1847; m. (2) 
March 3, 1849, Mary Ann Moseley, of Newburyport, 
Mass. ; was a Lieutenant in the U. S. Navy, and re- 
signed July 23, 1849. 

IV. Curistopuers Raymonp,’ b. June 29, 1816; d. Oct. 8, 
1848. Graduated at the U. S. Military Academy and 
entered U. S. Army, s. p. 

V. Enizasetru Mason,’ b. Sept. 15, 1819; m. Nov. 2, 1841, 
Rev. Francis Vinton, D. D. 


These notes, imperfect in many particulars, are presented 
as a basis upon which it is hoped others, more familiar with 
the family genealogies, will build and contribute to the 


REGISTER items, either in addition, or correction of what has 
been submitted. 


We trust that the above excellent suggestion will be car 
ried out by our readers, and that they will contribute addi- 
tional items on this interesting subject to future numbers 
of the Recister.—THE Epitor. 





THe “Car” in Raope Istanp.—The following letter has 
been received by Ex-Governor Dyer in regard to the punish- 
ment by whipping in the State: 


My Dear Sir—I feel very thankful to you for your great kind- 
ness in sending me a copy of the ‘* Rhode Island Census.” It is 
very interesting to me. I have examined a large part of it. 

On page 47 it is stated that one person was whipped in 1814, 
and another in 1827, on the ‘‘ State House Parade.’’ I do not 
understand this. Between 1816 and 1820 I attended school in 
the Brick School House near the Friends’ Meeting House, and 
from my seat in the school house I must have seen as many as 
twenty persons whipped with the ‘‘ cat o’ nine tails,’’ certainly as 
many as five in each of those four years. 

With many thanks for your goodness in sending the valuable 
pamphlets to me, I remain, my dear sir, very respectfully your 
friend and servant, Epwarp A. Park. 


ANpDovER, Mass., July 30, 1886. 
To Ex-Governor Exisoa Dyer, Providence, R. I. 
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THE FRENCH SPOLIATION CLAIMS. 





CONTRIBUTED BY HON, A. M. EATON, OF PROVIDENCE. 





Note.—In our January (1886) number we published an article on the above subject from 
the pen of the Hon. A. M. Eaton, of Providence. Since which Mr. Eaton has come upon 
the following information on the subject, which we now present'to the reader.—EDIToR. 


(a7 HE report of Messrs. Broadhead and Tuck (49th Con- 

h gress, Ist Ex. Doc. No. 30, Senate) concerning evi- 

+ dence on file in France relating to French spoliations, 
eS and the report of Mr. Tuck (49th Congress, Ex. Doc. 
194, House of Representatives) concerning the same 
kind of evidence on file in the West India Islands, have been 
published and furnish us with additional proof. It is unfortu- 
nate that these reports do not set forth more fully precisely 
what proof there is. In many instances they only disclose 
the fact that there is further proof there, thus making it 
necessary for us to write to the U. S. Consul to forward us 
copies thereof. This costs both time and money, and when 
obtained we may find the additional information is of no 
importance, or is insufficient. In consequence of the addi- 
tional information thus obtained the State Department has 
published a revised list of evidence on file in Washington 
relating to these losses (49/h Cong. Ist session, Ex. Doc. No. 
102 Senate). 

Some of you may have seen an article going the rounds 
of the papers that “ Mrs. Samuel L. Vining of St. Louis, 
has received from Secretary of State Bayard notice that 
she is about to receive $1,000,000 from the U. S. Treasury, 
awarded to her by the Court of Claims under the terms 
of the French Spoliation Bill. Mrs. Vining has prudently 
retained possession of her claim during all the uncertainty of 
its ever being paid, and now congratulates herself that she 
has not disposed of it, as some others have theirs, for what 
shrewd lawyers were willing to pay.” 

It would be difficult to embody more errors in the same 
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number of words. Whoever wrote it was either grossly 
ignorant or made up the whole article. No one is about to 
receive any money in settlement of these claims, because 
Congress has not yet made any appropriation. Only five 
claims have yet been passed upon by the court, and Mrs. 
Vining’s is not one of them. No claim proves itself. Unless 
Mrs. Vining and all other claimants present their claims 
by January next (1887), they will be outlawed under the 
terms of the act. 1 do not know that any one has disposed 
of his claim. Indeed, it is quite certain that no one has, 
because Congress shows by the act that its intention, in case 
of assignment, is not to pay more than the claim sold for; 
consequently they are not bought by speculators. The act 
directs the Court to make annual report in December to Con- 
gress of such claims as it may approve. The Court has made 
its first report to Congress in December, 1886, upon the five 
cases heard. The Congress will now decide whether to 
make an appropriation to pay the claims allowed by the 
Court. -You will see at once that it will not be until a year 
from next winter that most of these cases will reach Congress 
for an appropriation. 

I spent a week in Washington last May, most of it in 
connection with the cases before the Court of Claims. The 
briefs for the claimants and for the government in the cases 
argued, are both formidable documents of 100 pages each, brist- 
ling with law points and references to cases cited, rules of in- 
ternational law, the treaties and decrees, etc., etc. We have 
also the decision of the Court of Claims, in which they decide, 
upon demurrer, that the United States is liable for these claims. 
It remains, therefore, to prove all the facts in each particular 
individual case. The counsel for the government claimed 
that there was a state of war between France and the United 
States, and therefore the captures in question were legal and 
consequently the United States is not obliged to pay them. 
I must confess I was struck with the great legal force of this 
argument while I was in Washington, and I feared the Court 
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of Claims might sustain this view, as there are two cases 
reported decided by the Supreme Court of the United States, 
one by Chief Justice Marshall, in which it was held that there 
was war at that time between the two countries. But the 
Court of Claims now decides that the state of war was only 
partial and not general, the principles of international law 
recognizing this distinction, and the capture by the French of 
our merchant vessels was therefore illegal. This country 
assumed by the treaty of 1800 the legal liabilities of France 
concerning these captures, and is therefore now held by the 
Court of Claims bound to pay them. It seems strange that 
no account of this argument and of the views presented to 
the Court, and of the decision of the Court, based upon the 
legal arguments presented, has been published in any of our 
newspapers. They keep an army of reporters in Washington 
who report all the society small talk, &c., but they all remain 
silent when it comes to the proper explanation of a matter 
like this dependant upon a knowledge of legal principles. The 
Court of Claims has also decided that the premium of insur- 
ance paid constitutes part of the insurer’s loss, which he is 
entitled to recover, and that a petition is properly preferred 
when made by an administrator of the estate not already 
administered upon. 


Societies and their Doings, Editorial Notes, &c., are neces- 
sarily omitted this month, owing to an abundance of other 
matter which could not well be deferred. The next number 
will contain the record of the Societies, and Editorial Notes 
and Queries for six months. 


CorrEcTIOoN.—Miss Fannie E. Card writes us that after 
Martha Card, daughter of Enoch, (see bottom of page 148, 
Oct. 1886), it should read Martha C. Our thanks are due to 
this lady for calling our attention to the error. 




















VILLA PAIS. 


We wish to call your attention to the remarkable qualities possessed by our VILLA 
Paints, These paints are in paste form and require only the addition of Linsved 
Oil. They are the most durable and economical paint ever put upon the market. 
They cost the consumer at the present prices less than One Dollar a gallon, when 
thinned ready for use, viz. : 


100 pounds Villa Paint at 6 1-2 cts. - - - $6.50. 
8 gallons Boiled Linseed Oil at 53 cts. - 4.24. 
$10.74. 

This will produce 12 galls. at 90 cts. per gall. 


These paints comprise all the fashionable shades, and the colors being ground into 
the paint through the mill, will not fade or spot as when mixed by hand. We can 
refer to owners of hundreds of buildings that have used the VILLA Pants during the 
past 15 years, and we only ask a trial of this paint to convince the most skeptical. 


ta” Put up in 100 lb. Kegs and 25 1b. Tin Pails. Sample cards furnished upon 


application. 
OLIVER JOHNSON & CO., Sole Manufacturers, 


WHITE + LEAD, * VARNISHES, + WINDOW * GLASS, 
AND PAINTERS’ SUPPLIES, 
13 to 19 Exchange Street. - - Providence, R. I. 








JOHN B. PEIRCE & SON, 


DEALERS IN 


CORN, MEAL, FERD, OATS, &6, 


Grist Mill, 


BRADLEY’S FERTILIZERS, 


BROWN 8T., - WICKFORD. 


George T. Cranston, 
THE SWAMPTOWN MERCHANT, 


STILL CONTINUES AT THE 


Farmers Exchange & General Variety Stere, 


Where he continues to serve his customers, old 
and new, with all goods at 


BOTTOM PRICES. 


Order wagons run regularly through all the ad- 
joining villages. 


WEST WICKFORD, BR. I. 





Ss. L. PARKIS, 
Choice Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Boots and Shoes, 
CROCKERY, GLASS WARE, 


—AND— 


General Family Supplies. 


HAMILTON, R. 1. 





GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
Mew York and New England Families 


COMPILED BY 
Ss. V. TALCOTT. 
This work, of 800 pages, is now ready 
for delivery. PRICE, $6.00. 
Address the author, 


Ss. V. TALCOTT, 
Albany, N. Y 



































THE 


Narragansett Historical hegister. 


(Official Organ of the Rhode Island Veteran Citizens Historical Association.) 


A Magazine devoted to the Antiquities, Genealogy, and His- 
torical Matter illustrating the History of the State of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 


JAMES N. ARP OLD, EDITOR. 


s - = * = - $2.00 per year, in advance. 


This Historical Work will be published quarterly. Each number will contain at 
least eighty pages. It will be finely printed, and will aim to be an authority upon 
matter printed in its pages. The work will be conducted on a broad and liberal 
basis, and invites every one interested in the history of Narragansett or Rhode Island 
to patronize this publication and contribute, if so disposed, to its pages. A work 
whose aim will be to give 


‘A record of measures and of men 


For twelve full score years and ten.’’ 


Address all communications 
JAMES N. ARNOLD, 


-25 Westminster Street, Providence, R. I. 
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REMOVAL. | NOTICE. 


| 


The Business Office of the Reetster | The back numbers of the ReGIsteR 
hereafter will be are now becoming scarce. Hereaf- 


25 WESTMINSTER STREET, | ter we shall not sell Nos. 1 and 2 of 


| Vols. II, IIT and IV, except with the 
PROVIDENCE, R. L., | volume entire. We have yet several 


where letters should be addressed in| N0S- 3 and 4 of each of these vol- 
future. Letters may be, however, Umes, which we should be happy to 
atill addressed to Hamilton, whici| dispose of. Complete sets can still 
will reach us in due time. Make all pe furnished at $2.00 - per volume, 
Post Office orders or notes payable at unbound, oc ht th icued ino boat 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. }and workmantixe manner. 
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